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PJEEFACE. 

THE on7t/ work wn'tlen express/y on the art <f taking Jack 
and Pike by Angling, I's called the complete Trolier, tcrote 
and puAltiked about the Year 1682, bt/ the Rev. R.JVobbs; 
and forasraiwh as that healthy and delightful iranch of 
Fishing, termed Trolling, is followed with avidity, and 
prefered by many Angler* la every other mode if Angling, 
and the Art itielf having received many improvements 
since Mr. NoBBS wrote cti the subject. It has been suggested 
to me, that a treatise on Jack Jishing, tcritten by a modern 
practical Troller, would be very acceptable to the lovers of 
Anglirtg in general, in consequence of such opinions and 
suggestions (in which I Jully coincide) and having had 
fNUcA practice and experitmce in every trtetkod purnied in 
bikiitff both Jack and Pike with the angle j with the 
advantage also if a residence, for several years, near 
one ^ tht beat Rivers in Engkmd for Trolling, and 
farther emboldened by the very favouraMe reception my 
former writings on Angling have received, I have agaiit 
presumed to i0er my opinions and instruclioni at 4 



Yl. PREFACE. 

Guide te those who may he desirous of learning how to 
take Jack and Pike in a fair^ pleasing and sportsman^like 
manner J and in order to prevent the possibility (f mis* 
understanding the direction given for baiting the hooks, S^c. 
I have illustrated those directions with cuts^ executed under 
my own immediate inspection, and have also endeavoured to 
convey my instructions in so plain and concise a manner, 
ifyxt the juvemHe or inexperienced Troller may clearly 
and promptly understand them y and I doubt not, if those 
directions are assiduously put m practice, the novice may 
be soon enabled to say, 

I seldom to Ae Rhrers \reDt, 
But either Jack or Pike I took* 

amid, I also flatter myself, many who have had some practice, 
tn the Art (f Trotting, may find in this work observations 
en the seasons and weaker proper for Trolling j how to 
cast the baited hook in search, and divers other matters 
connected with and relative to Jack and Pike fishing worthy 
their notice and attention. 

T. F. ^.—1820. 
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JACK, PIKE. ^c. 




Ka. I, LIVE BAIT KETTLE. 

No. a, UOOK OR CASE pok TROLUNG TACKLE. 

No. 3, TEI.ESCOPE-l£ANDLE LANDING HOOK. 



Lficmm Piticu/o fnetea 



^rrolUng for J3dt or %}iltr. 



The art of Jack fishing, or taking Jack or Pike with 
a hook, line and rod, is properly Itrmed Trolling, from 
the Latin Lucium Pitieulo /iteacare; but this bra 
•tilling i* jf^nerally flirided by Dii^lers uniUr the ihrtf 
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I fi>llowin; keada,<v!z. Trolling, Live^Bdit Fisbi^ and Snap 
Fishing. Trolling, in this limited nenne of the word, 
means taking Jack or Pike with the g'orge hook ; Live-Bait 
Fishing, when a floated line is osed ; and Snap Fishing, 
when the an^r so places his baked hooks timi immedi- 
ately he feels a bite he strikes with miich force, and ge- 
nerally throws over his head, or drags the Jack or Pike 
on shore, instead of playing (hs victim till he is exhausted. 
(I shall fully explain those dilTerent modes of angling in 
Chap, M- VriOi cbMrvalioits on the advantages and merits 
of ealb. 

"Tl^Uing, I consider a valualilc branirh of iiihtng, oflbrd- 
ing the angler several months amusement during tfae year, 
and it maybe pracliiied iviihout danger to the health, 
when every other mode of angling ceases lo be either 
profitable i» prudent to fottow; for as the Winler ap- 
proaches fish seldom rise lo the surface of the water, but 
leave the sharps, shallows and acowers, for tiie more deep 
and Still parts of rivers, or other waters ; then the fly 
Gshorman may lay by his fly tackle, for his occupation 
is gone until the vernal (juarler is well advanced. Barbel, 
Carp, Tench, Perch, Eels, Gudgeon, and Dace, also 
refuse tlie dnHcest bait the ivily angler can offer them 
when the winter commences, though Chub and Ro^c 
will certainly lake a bail very freely at bottom during 
whole winter, yet the angler, who is subject In the era 
or rheumatic ufTcctious, or is advancing in years. 
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(or should) not hniiflnl li is health by sitting or M«nditi| 
in one place by the rivet stde for' aevPWil' horirr logi'ttwr* 
in tlie winter months, which Jib certsiniy iilust do if he- 
expects ta kill a good ditih of Roticli; liitt when properly 
donihod, especinlty about the feet and logs, end will' tike 
the trouble of dressm* hisboota or shoes witli the follow- 
ing composition, he will seldunr got wG( or even feel" 
dampness- after being: esposed for many hours in the'raiiT' 
or swampy places. Take hnif a-ponnii of mutton swet, 
ffve ovmces of bees wax, cut into smnll pieces, lo whidi'' 
add an ounce of black rosin, powdered,' simmer tbewholer- 
in a pipkin over a moderate fire, till the whole is melted 
and well mixed. When you wish to use it, render it 
liquid by melting, and rub it well into the leather with a 
brush. (Note. This mixture appears yellow on the boots 
or shoes, and if that is objected to, put among it half an 
ounce of powder blackitig) ; he may then indulge himself 
with a few hours lrollin|; ^enever tka water is 6t for the 
purpose, because trolling' is strong esercise-, -f rom moving 
continually fcom one part of a river or water to another 
further on; and if the Ush are well on the feed, and he 
kills two or three brace of heavy Pike, ths angler will 
find, that from tlie exertion* he hiw nwde' in -casting the 
bail for playing, killing and landing those fish, and the 
carrying them home, nearly approaches to labour, and 
af labour is generally considered conducive to, or rather 
the pri(.'e of health, the iroller has but little to fear c 
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thatacore, bul may allow liinisGlf tlie pleasure of killingjl 
a- few brace of Jctck or Pike for his own table, or for Uioj \ 
' graiilicalion of su{>pljing friends. 



Having thus cursorilj discoursed on tbe nature of Troll- 
iag, or Jack Fishing, &c. 1 shall now proceed lo instruct 
the reader how to choose hooka, lines, rods, and other 
tackle, fit for the various methods practised by anglera 
who eucei in the art of Trolling or Jack Fishing, with full 
and clear directions how to bait the hooks, accompanied 
with cuts or eogravingH to illustrate the eame. 




GORGB HOOK BESCRIBGD. 



CHAP. II. 
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The Gorge Hook, and how to bait itM 

Thb gorge hook consists of two, or i*liat is called a 
double eel hook; to the shank of thi^ hook is fastened 
about two or three inches of tirnss wire twisted, the end 
of which furma a loop, to thin loop about nine iiiilics 
of gpimp is tied, tho other end of the gimp is turned 
and tied into a loop", to be ready lo loop ou the trolling 
line, Ailher to a swivel or by a slip or loop knot. 

To make iliis hook sink, or of a sufficient weight to be 
cast to any distance, the shank of the huok and part of 
the brass nire is neatly covered with lead, some of a long 
octagon shape, others of a round or barrel form, (I prefer 
the latter) and 1 also remove about a third of tlic lead from 
the brass of thoxe hooks which I Hnd kept ready for salo 
at the fishing-tackle shops, because 1 have found, wliun 
the lead lays nearly the whole length of the bait-fisli, 
and especially if a Bleak or thin Roach, that when the Jack 
strikes it, his teeth pierces through the flesh and touches 
the lead he (hen immediutly drops the bait; now by 
removing a part of the lead as above directed, the re- 
mainder the angler will find to be sufficient for sinking, &c. 
his bait, and it will lay at the bottom of the throat or only 
a litllo lower, and as Jack generally seize their prey hy 
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ir across the mirldlc, in such case hb teelli selJi 
n contact willi iho lejd, .%lid he then, without fear, 
retires lo hia haunt and aimn pouches the whole. 

Having described llie natiu'e of a gorge hook, ■ 
ir(iWiiiisUupt,tt)e-rcadorliQ)v lo-bait .the ^uo. Not 
iCDt-iioneathihis. 



1 
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Ko. 1, UORCE HOOK BAITED. 
No. 2. OORGE HOOK. 
Nn. ^, UAITING ^EEDLE. 

To bait the gorge lutok.take a baiting ncodli-, atiel lioofc 
;liB curved end of it to tlie loop of the gimp, ( to whiph 
-the hook is tied) .then introduce the |>oint ol' the needle 

) a dead bait'n mouth nnd bring it out fit tliv middle 
of tile fork of its tail, Uie lead will then lie Itid inside llic 

t's belly, and the shiuik of llie hooks will be inside its 
moulli, the barbs and points outside and tur^iiog upvaida. 
Now .to keep tlie bail steady on the liQq|(9, tiv iht; tail-psri 
ff it, just above iJie fork, to the giinp with white tlircad, 

. or cotton; but if a ricL-dle aqd thread is paxst^fl 
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through the flesh of the side of tlia bait, about half aa inch 
above the tail, sa>as. to incircle thegjinpuodthen tied, 
it ii a neater ami better waj than lieiagrurouiidtlif} outside. 



The Bailed' hook is now complete to fiKto tlie (rolling 
line, to goinseaivh of Jack or Pilfe, but it ia neceiwary 
the reader shiMtld know that angler's use fwh for bait« 
wheji trolling u'itit ibe gorge book, varying, in size frotU' ono 
tD four ounces in weight, therefore it ia pjoper to have aitr 
assortment of the different sixes of gorge hooks, thnt you., 
may always have a liogk pioptirtionate to the, sir.e of the 
bait fish your jut^ment leads you to select, for you. must, 
notice, that the barbs and pointaof the hook should not > 
ppcyeet from ifae sides of the bait's moiilii, bul shoujii i^Y' 
very close, because if the points, &c. project, they aro, 
very likely to ht: fL'lt by Jack or Pike when they are in 
the act of changing the position of the bait lish in order 
to pouch it; if they do, they will then immediately blow 
it out of their mouth, and also when casting, dipping, 
drawing, and spinning the bait, those projecting parts of 
the hook freijiicnUjt catch lipid' of' ^*«edsj &c. by which 
misfortune the^ hook ia dfawn frcuaits position, and the 
bait fish eithefrOfitich nvUilaied or onlirely spoiled. 



There is some dlllference of opinioH among anglers in 
respect to sewing up the mouth of the bait fish, bttt after 
the hook has been placed in a proper manner, and the 
tail-parl lied or sewed to liie gimp, I think there is little 
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for stitching' up llio mouth, but I have killed 
many Jack and Pike buth with and without the mouth 
beidg stitched or sown up; in regard to cutting off the fins, 
of thi! bait lish, I am decidedly of opinion it is to the 
ADgier's atlvautBge to cut them ail close away, because 
the bait will then spin or twirl more freely in the w 
when sinking or being drawn up, then when the fina 
ItA on, and further, the bail fish will lost longer, 
when the Hub are left on they frequently catch oi 
oxxajtig woeds, and whon this occura the bait i 
generally torn, or deprived of part of its scales, and a 
(lourse soon ceases to ba au enticing bail; this is of greall 
consequence to the trollor, who may be short of baitsgl 
fitid also far trom a plncr? where he can replenish bis bai^fl 
box. 



HOOKS FOR I.tTE-BAIT FISKING. *|| 

CHAP. III. 

Single Hooks for Live-Bait Fishind 
and how to bait them, with Directic 
how to tie or whip Hooka to Gimp. 




When a single houk is used, it is baited in the two fi 
lowing waj8 ; pass the point and barb of the hook through 
Llie two lips of the Uve-bait Ugh, on (he side of the mouth, 
nhich does not distress the bait as it would do by pacing 
ihem througli the middle or nose part of the (Jsh. The 
other way in, to pass the poiot and barb of the hook un- 
der the back C\a of tlie bait ligh, and bringing it out ou 
the other side, see the cut above; be careful when you 
pass the hook under the back fin that it docs not go too 
deep, to aa to touch or injure the back bone, for if il does 
tlie bait lish cannot swiin stroug, and will soon die. Note 
When you use a. single hook for Jack Wishing, in the way 
above described, prefer those of the Dumber 4 o 



TUB TROLliGIl S GUfDE. 



* U necessary the troileF ihould know how to lie or whip on . I 
the hooka himself, in case of accident, therefore I ihall | 

* direct him how to do it in as plain and coBcLae a 
as possible. To tic a hook to gimp, take some strong; fine 1 

. Jloss silk (that sort used by whig makers b also excellent^ I 
I wellwas the silk with shoemnker'a wax, iken taketlieho^ ] 
I and hold it between the thumb and finger of the left hand, 
and whip round the shank, from the bend to the top, < 
waxed silk, then lay the gimp on the inside part of the 
shank of the hook and whip it ctoae and tightly down, 
carrying your whipping till nearly opposite the point of J 
the hook, then turn back the point of your silk and'l 
hold ti down with your thumb, the silk will then ba in mm 
loop, which you must pass or lap over three or foiHfl 
times the end you hold imder your thumb, now take | 
that end and draw it gradually until the lappings 
-was passed over lay close and firm, and then cut i 
the Sparc waxed silk ; this is called the hidden or flhishing] 
knot, and will not draw. It is proper, lastly, to nib Jil 
little hog's lard or suet over the whipping, which makei4 
I it smooth, and also helps to preserve it. Note. — This fkM 
the best way I can describe lieing or whipping on a hoo)^l 
though, probably, not so intelligible as might be wished^ J 
"but any experienced angler, or the persons keeping f 
'{ng tackle shops, can learn the novice in two or three n 
nules how to whip or tic on a hook, which he woukl dft| 
, well to avail himself of on the first oppcwtunit;. 



HOOKS FOa LIVE-BAIT FISHING. 

Double and Treble Hooks fwr . 
Suit Fishing, and hota to bait them. 



Provi'l.c two hooka, eitlier brtized lagalher or tnaiJe on 
une shank, (I prefer tliose brazed lotfelher, becauic tbejf 
hy i:lo»:r lj> tlie b^U) tJeiJ Ig about eiglit or oini: iucbei 
of gimp, wilh ft loop fit the end of the gimpi or goa mjy 
lie two siD^le books back to back on 9 piefe of gUDpf 
insl^ad of ttie double ones, then lak^ a bailin^f needle and 
hao|(ibecurveendintolhe bopofik- gimp, now eDtcrtlu) 
puifit of the bftiling needle just under tlio si(ju of tlu; live, 
bait fish, close to the gills, guiding it upifiirili, and bring i( 
out close to Ihe batkj at (be exiremity of the back fin, and 
draw the gimp after till the bend of the hooks are brought 
to the plucc where the needle entered, and all is ready 
to fix to llie trolling Une, (see the cut n)iove.) Note — Use 
books of such a size that the points and barbs do not pn:^ 
Ject over the belly or shoulder of ll(e bait Csh, (unless yw 
intend them as a snap, see Live-bait Fishing, Chap. IX.) 
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\ tfeat when a Jack or Pike seizes the Irak he may not feel 
' theiQ. Hooks double as above described, of rarioua sizes, 

are kept read; for sale at all the principal fisliing lackls 

■hops. 



The reader will notice that the gimp and shank of ths 
' hooka is to lay under the skin of the bait-flsh, and tliera- 
ireful to cari? the bailing-needle cautiously, so 
as not lo wound the bait's flesh, and it will feel very little 
inconvenienoe from the operation, but will swim nearly aa 
strong in the water with the hooks attached to it as without. 
Observe, by casting in and drawing out a bait so hook'd 
several times, the skin of the bait-fieh is apt lo strip, 
downwards, and in consequence the hooks loose their* 
))roper place; lo prevent whtch, I use a No. 10 hook tied 
lo about an inch of gut, with a. loop to the end of it, 
. MRS the loop over the gimp that is tied lo the doubl6 
Dook, and bring it to the bends of th^m. now when the 
llook is baited, take hold of the small hook and run tho 
point and barb into the bait-lish*s under lip; this prevenU 
Ihe skin from stripping down, as before alluded to, and 
t remains also much livelier, and templing to a 
tack or Pike. 

This method of baiting hooks is a most killing way in 
t.ive-Bait Pishing, and to be preferred lo every other. 
JAgain observe the cut to illustrate this description. Note, 
WJien the double hook above described is used, ihe sizes 
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No. 4 or 5, will be iuuud most proper, when tied to g-imp } 
but when tied to twisted gut, those of the- size No^fl 
should be preferred. 

Treble Hook, Five Hooks and'* 
Spring Snap. 




To fit tliis l^obtl^ hook, take two hooks that are made q 
one shank, about half way up the shank tie a smaller size 
hook, a No. 7 or S, (see the hooka in the cut above) now tie 
the wjiolc to about nine inches of gimp, with a loojrat the 
end, and all \x rendy to be baited ; having a live bait fish, 
enter the small hook beneath its back (in, (avoiding 
toucliing the back bone) and bring the point and barb out 
on (he other side, the two large hooks will then lay close to 
theaide of the bait, (see the cut above.) Some anglers add 
two more liooks to the three above described, by tying two 
hooks mode on one shank to the other on which the threo 
hooks are tied, so as to allow the hooks (o hang down the 
other side of the bail fish; other anglers tie four single 
hooks. No. 2 nr.v. (o four pieces of gimp, nicfi piece 
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theat »n indi long, then tie those four stiort pieces titfl 
Aout nine inches of very sleiit gimp, and in the middld ' 
of those four krge hooka they have one of the size No, T, 
tied to a piece of gut, llie top of whicli is tied' among the 
four large ones, (see the cut.) The small one is to hook 
through the bails back (in, as already described, and th« 
large h^ka will hang loose two on each side of it. 



Sprmff Snap. 




IS the angler chooses to use a spring snap with tlirt 
hooks, (as represented in the cut above) in prefer 
the plain, or as some term ihem the dead snap, (ter 
(ynonymous meaning a snap without a spring)- which I b 
no means recommend, he has only to follow the direclIoq^M 
given on bailing the dead or phiin snap. Note. — The^ 
engraver has not drawn the hooks high up enough, 
is not proper the large hooks should hang belo w the, h 
fish's belly. 



TO BAIT THE BEAD HOOK. 



Bead Hook. 



' -^s^ 




Tlie bead hook is furmeii of (wo single liooks tied b 
i> back on nine inclie« of gimp, or you may purchaB^ 
.lii>(n mnde of one piece of wire ; between llic lower part 
of ihe sbanka is fastened a imall link ot two of chnins, 
liaFing a piocc of lead of a conioal form, or like a drop- 
bead, (from which it lakes its name) linked by a staple 
to it (see the cut above) : the lead is put into the live- 
bait's month, (a Gudgeon is the best bait) which is 
slightly sewed up with while thread, ihe bail will still live 
ond swim very strong for many hours ; but I cannot re- 
commend ihis hook, because I have frequently found 
-when I have had a run. the fish has generally dropt the 
bait, instead of pouching it, wliich has arisen from the 
hooks hanging loose to each other, and thereby creating 
nn alarm in the Jack or Pike; and again, those loose 
hooks frequently hang to weeds, &c. on ihe whole, I tl 
the bead hook is not worthy a place among the trollq 
tackle, therefore shall not again make mention of it. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Snap Fishing, andhoictohait the Hooh$J% 




■ Dead Snap with two or Four Hooks. 

Take about iwelve inches or sloul gimp, make a loop! 
^ one endf at the olher end tie a hook, size No. 2, audi 
ftbout an inch i'urtber up the gimp im another hook of tbftl 
pime size ; procure a drop-bead lead, which the Jishiagoi 
bckle shops keep lixed to a small ring or two; now I 
bail the hooks proceed as follows, put the loop of the gimp 
luder the gill of a dead bait fish, and bring it out at its 
L|Bouth, draw the gimp till the hook at the bottom comes 
'^QBt behind the back lin of the bait, and the point and . 
barb pierces slightly through the skin of it, to keep the I 
book steadvi then pans the ring of llic drop-bead lead I 
^ttirer tbc loop of the gimp, and fix the lead inside th« 1 
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bait-Rgh's mouth, aoil sew the mouth up, (see the i 
and all b ready to fasten to the trolling line. If you 
two more hooka to the two already described, you 
then have a very killing snap; to Gt which, lake a piece 
of stout gimp, about four inches long, and make a, small 
loop at one end, and then lie two hooks of the same size 
and in the same manner as the first two; after the first 
jwo and the lead are in iheir places, and before the bait's 
mouth is sewed up, pass the loop of the short piece of 
gimp under the g-ill and out of the mouth of the bait, and 
draw till the hooks are in the same situation on tliat side 
as the other; now pass the loop of the long piece of 
gimp through the loop of the short one, and draw olkm 
straight; tie the two pieces of gimp together, close li 



I 



of gimp to the long o 



islead of having a loo 



at the end (see the cut of four hooks) if you do si 
must pass the hooks first through the bail-fish's 
and out at the gills, instead of in at the gilb and out llj 
the mouth, then slightly fix them through the bait's skil 
just to keep ihem in their places, and when you feel a bfin 
and strike, they clear themselves, and hook firmly i; 



18 THE 'V&OILbZn'S auiDE. 

Ihad Snap with a Govg.e Booh,, and- 
Ihubte Hook. 




To hait this snap, firjit iulrc^uce the gorge into the 
bait's mouth, the leaded part la-yiug in il« belly eKaatly 
u wlien you intend irnUing with, th& gorge boob> (see 
gorge hook baited) ; ihsD talk»a>doublehook. No. 4 or &» 
which must be tied (« a piece^ of ^mp about three inches 
long, with a smnll loop at ibe end ; now take your baitintj 
needle and enter the point of it in Ute bait's back, Jueb 
where the back fin is, (but note it i« the beat waj lo cut 
olT the said fin and every other fin) and bring il> out at 
the tail; having first put the loop of tho gimp, U> which 
(he hooks are lied, through the curve or eye of the 
baiting needle, draw the loop out at the tail of the bait, 
the hooks will (hen lay close over the bait's back one on 
(■ach side. Afler you have placed the hooks properly, 
lake the loop cod of the gimp to which the gorge hook 



I 



is tied, and pass it through the loop of the gimp to which 
the other hooks &re tied, draw all close to the bait's tail, 
and lie them very fast with waxed silk round the Gsh, 
just above the tail, aud all is now complete to faslen on 
to your line. ^M 

The superiority of this method of using a snap consiiwV 
in all (he hooks laying close ta the bait, and also in tlio 
gimp and line coming from the tail instead of from the 
mouth or back, which is very maieriul, for hooks so placed 
will allow the bait to appear more like a live fish swim- 
ming or spinuiog about in the wftler, than if it is booked 
by the back Gn or side, in which case much of the books 
ant exposed, the gimp attcks up, &c. (see the cut abov«) 
ever the bail-Ssh is represented the Iwo hooks with the 
short piece of gut, and below the bail-fish the gorge hook, 
and in the middle the bait-fish with the UooliS properly 
placed in it. Note. — I always carry some double hooka 
tied to short pieces of gimp when I troll with a gorge, 
because when I find Jack will move and seize my bait 
but will not pouch it, I. put on those back hooks and 
convert my gorge to a snap, which is done with little 
trouble or loss of time ; and of course when my bail is 
so altered, I strike immediately I feel a run, for ibe angler 
will find, during his practice, that after many hours troll- 
ing, and several runs, he cuinot get a fish to pouch, a. 
snap is then his only fctouvce. 




To bail this snap take a long-shanked No. ] hook aaAtm 
lie il lo about twelve inches of strong gimp, llien Ci\ thflfl 
bailing needle to llie loop of the gimp, enter Ihc poia 
of the needle just below the end on the side of the bac 
&n of the dead bait-fish, carrying it carefully juit 1: 
I Heath llie ikin, bring il out about a quarter of a 
I before you reach the gill, then enter the needle under OltfM 
gill of the bail fish and bring il out of ihe mouth, draiff | 
[ the gimp after until the bend point and barb of the hool| 
I ky on the bait as represented in the cut; now t'lke !(>■ 
I bead drop lead, such as described in baiting a snap wttl^f 
I four hooks, in page Ifi, pass it over the loop of the 
1 10 which ihe hook is lied, and place it inside the mouth oC'| 
T tile bait fiiih, and sew the said mouth up, and all is reads 
[ to fix to the trolling line. Note. — The load is placed uffM 
month of the bait to add lo its weight, which enabla% J 
I the angler lo cast his bait with more certainty to any par- 
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SNAP HOOKS. 






ticular spot, ihe gimp to whicli the book U tied being 
directed to lay only Jugl under the skin of the bait-dsh, 
BO that wlien tlie angler reelx u bite, and strikea, the gimp 
then rips oway, and enables the hook to fix firmly into 
either the Jack or Pike; but if it is carelessly placed 
too deep, when you strike, the hook gets fixed or nearly 
buried in the body of the bait instead of the Jack, &c. 
therefore recollect in bailing for the snap, where the 
hooka lay outside the bait-fish, that ihey are so placed as 
to easily clear themselves, so as they may get firm hold 



of the 



prey. 



Barb or Spear Hook. 



The shank of tliis hook is loaded with lead : one end 
of it is like a dart or harpoon, the other end a single 
hook. Introduce the barb or dart end, into the bait's 
mouth, and bring it out near the tail ; the lead is then in 
the bail's belly, and the hook just within its mouth, which 
must be sewed up with some white thread. I have noticed 
this hook and given a cut of it, merely because they are 
become scarce, the hook being generally rejected by all 
experienced trollers of the present day as not worth iiotica. | 
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J)€ad Sn<^ with three Hookt. 



'' This map is lilted m fuTlows ; take three hooks of tU 1 
■ize No. 2, and tic them altogether, back to back, firmly 
on one end of about twelve inches of strong giltip, lei 
the other end be formed in a loop (see the cut) ; then 
provide a dead-bait fiih, now take your baiting needle 
and hang the loop of the gimp to it, then enter tha 
point of the B«e(il1e in the vent of the bait (but do not 
penetrate too deej) in the boity of tht bait) tmi bring it 
out at itff mouth, draw the gimp after until the hooks laj i 
at the bait-fiBh''B vent ; now paas over the gintp a 
droplead, and place it inside the bait's mouth, which must I 
then be sewed up, and all is ready for fixing to the Irollirtf J 
line. Note. — This snap should be baited with a large faatt'i 
ish, either a Roach or Dace, say from six to eight ouncei 
ireight, and in extensive pieces of water, which contain 
beav; pike, (especially at the time when the weeds an ' 
rotten or gone) t^is snap so baited will be found eSaa- \ 
five toA worthy the angler's attention. 




Fit thU snap ia the following inUitter ; tie tWo }Mx&$« 
ihe size No. 1 very firmly to about twelve inches of si 
gimp, whicti should have a loop at the other end ; i 
take a baitiDg needle and fix it to the loop of ihc gimp, and 
enter the point of the needle into a large dead-bait fiali's 
vent, (but do not penetrate loo deep in its body, for when 
lo and you strike, the hoc^s are soinowhat confined and 
do not fix so firmly in Jack or Pike as if ihey laid n 
the skin, which is torn a-svay vith a strong: j^ rit in strikiogV 
and bring it out at its mouth; now fix the lead i 
bait's mouth and tew the same up (as described ii 
preceding article, baiting with three hooks) and all is n 
ready to fasten to Ihe trolling line. (See the ho^s, t 
the same baited In the cut.) 
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Now having described yorious and as many hooks, with 
tlib best way to bail them Tor killing' Jack and Pike, as I 
think are worth notice, I shall next direct the reader how 
to chooie the (rolling line, rod, winch, &c. aUo discourse 
on the natnre of bait fish for Jack and Pike fishing, point- 
ing out the reason why a Gudgeon should be preft 
(generally) to a Roach, Dace, or Bleak, for trolling wit! 
the gorge hook, or for Live-Bait Fishing ; also when 
Ronch, Dace or Bleak, are useful baits, with full directi- 
ons how to select the same, in respect to size, and to keep 
them alive during a day's fishing, or to preserve those 
which are dead fresh and sweet when going a distani 
I from home, either to troll with the gorge or Snap-Fiahingi 
i for which purpose, a proper bail kettle and box are 
I jflended, with cuts of the same. 





TROLLING dPPARATCrS. 
CHAP. V. 

Trolling Lines, Winch and Thua 

Winders, Bank Runners, 

Traces, Sfc. 




No. 1, MULTIPLYING WINCH. 

No. S, BANK RUNNER. 

No. 3, THUMU WINDER. 

No. i, TRACE WITH THREE SWAN SHOT. 

No. S, TRACE WITH DIP LEAD. 

Trulling linca are made of silk, and also of silk and 
hajr, or inci>hair of various lengths and strength, by plat- 
ling or twisting several strands togelhur. Tlicre is silk 
tines, called india twist, sold at ihu lisliitig tuuklu ahopi, 
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u\d at iome of the cbiiia shops, aad other shops in London. 
This India twist may be bought oT any length and degree 
of strength and fineness, at sometliing lyss per yard, than 
H^tlNintbnuI'aCttftMidilit'hisCDunli^:; lut it is mnch hie- 
riot in strongih and Vhlitt, 'bet^use it is Tu)] -af ^m when 
you first purchase it, and after some^ule wear and tear the 
gum is gone, the line then soon untwists and becomes 
rotten, therefore very unlit for Jack and Pike fisliing. 
The platted «iIktiBA'feTe the best for trDlling, in every 
senseof tbe«wfl,iAR>r%Tei(tron»er{hai these -which «re 
twisted — Let*ft'*wtete^'bo made wholly -of^itfc, or silk and 
hair, or mo-lair. Plaited silk liDAwveVtM leM-fhoHhed to 
kink 01- tai^^dMRiJIteitwistecl.Whwh-ewnty'nraltffr knows 
is (tf Ume'c(itntft|f>enc(j,'lhere)tn«i|i9%i^nce is tD|provide 
yourself inA k iffWetei silk libb, ^(iAK'WllOm- imnaierial) 
made of -about W^it «trands, tmAin ^letQth^ymi fifty to 
«ixly ywds. if yoamah to ma"kfeyo»r^Kilfe water-proof, 
dress it in ihefi>H»««h^mEnmer> lay the line in coils in a'large 
tumbler or bason, and pour as much cold double boiled 
linseed oil on it as fo covsr 'ftra whole, let it lay a few 
minutes, then take the end las't put Iti, an3 gradually draw 
all the Une«ut of 4he Uimbter or -bason, and finss k through 
or wipe it with a piece «f wooHan cloth er flaoncl, which 
will make the surface smooth, and the whole line will be 
rtike «*lrttatpfl VfKh (he oil, Himgr'ftife HWe-up fol- afew 
irfaVBm-di^aiVfttidttn-ttH.tren befit'fer'tfse. "NMc. Some 
tr(iflte-« think this A-ieBwngBltac^aflMsitsMHtWtbrOt, briti 
fAnnettrfehM '9[Aii<m,l'fti4'«^incwdreined is leHs Hwly 
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TO UR-fiSS THG I.INI:. 



to kinkle or slick to tlie rod thim t^osc without it, and 
abu that the dressed tine passes quicker (hrongh the li 
vhen you sake a cast, in comsequence of its not imbibing 1 
tDuch naier,aiHlfrom its beinga liltlestif; wlienchooMOf I 
t winch, prefer one witiiout a lock or stop, and a1 
tfaMe wbit^ nre msde to tie en tlie rod, foecanxe you «i 
tie on sueh to any size, joint, or rod, or bave then let k 
grove and Tastened by braas flernls, n^ieh is not (b« caM ^ 
with those made with a hoop and screw, for if the rod b 
too lafg* to pass through tite hoop, m- th« hoop (00 large i 
fer the rod, muck inconrenieneo is experienced; ttioM j 
made to tie on may also be lixed to the butt by brass (nt I 
iwls wliicb ths tackl« makers provide ; some i>n|iers keep 
tfa«ir hoe on a wooden thumb winder, (s«« the cut fig«re 3) 
Md olhets use « bank runner (iu3e tlie cut fignro i) for 
the tSO-itK ptirpose, but I prefer a windi, beeausc I )»-«« ny 
line and rod more compact, and ft eQaUes nc to trcM J 
ever high angs, rmbes, bushes. Sec. which are uA<n I 
Irith aboM the aides of rivers, and large pieces of WM 
•nd Hnder ttie cover or shuJe of such j^mvs #Mk tnti ' 
Pika are often found. 

The angler having provided himself with line, winch, 
Jbc. ikould acfw fit ep Boine traces, (see tlie eat figures 4 
«Bd i) or get his tkckk' maker to do it for Mm in the ttit- 
lowing manner i take two pieces of gimp « trolling line, 
afcovt ten inchva each in length, and join tjiem tagethcv 
f^TT mniily aad MroKg, witli a box swivci. th«H tie on «| 
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one end of llie gimp or trolling line a hook swivel, and 
at the other end make a loop of the gimp, observe (he 
hook swivel should be made very strong, particularly the 
hook part of it, because in putting on and off the loop of 
gimp to which the hook or hooks are tied, anglers (from (lie 
hurry of the moment) sometimes use more violence than 
■what is necessary, and besides when a heavy fish is hook- 
ed, much stress is laid on this swivel while killing it. 

When you use a live-bait for Jack fisliing, and a Boat 
on the trolling line, and to which line you fix traces, those 
traces must be leaded ho as to sink the float to a certain 
depth, for which purpose you may use a dip lead or tliree 
or four swau shots, the dip lead or shot should be fixed 
just above the hook swivel, as represented in the cut at 
the head of the chapter, (see cuts 4 and 5.) When troll- 
ing with the gorge hook or snap fishing with a dead bait, 
no lead is wanted on the tmees, because the gorge hook is 
leaded on the shank, and all hooks that are used baited 
with a dead bait in snap fishing, have a drop lead attached 
to them, which may be seen by a reference to the cuts of 
them in chap. IV. 



I make it a rule always to have 



spare ti 



my tackle book ready lilted, of trolling line, gimp, i 
twisted gut, either for trolling, snap fishing, or live. 
fishing, that in case of accident, I may lose no time ii 
pairing, &c. when at my sport, but leave that job for-a 



TRACES, SWIVELS, 4e. 



1 



rainy day, at liome. In ihe summer months when the 

3TS get low and bright, TrDin a continuance of dry- 
weather, I bave found when I used traces fitted with twim- 
ed gut, instead of gimp and hooks also tied to twisted 
gut, that I have killed more Jack and Pike, either when 
trolling with the gorge, or wlien live-bait Calling, tlion I 
could if I used gimp; this you are to observe is only 
during the summer, when Jack and Pike a.re not much on 
the feed and the water very bright, they then seem shy 
ofcoarte tackle ; but not so in winter and spring, for then 
they arc well on the feed, and the water generally some- 
what discoloured, at wliicii time and seasons, I believEi 
Jack and Pike would take a baited hook, if it was tied to 
cloaths line or rope. Those anglers who object to thq 
trouble of lining up or using traces, may certainly kill 
both Jack and Pike without them, by simply fixing their 
baited hook-link to the trolling line, either with looping or 
by a draw bowknot. The angler who uses the knot should 
be careful and examine his line frequently, because the 
drawing and undrawing the said knot soon injures the line, 
and at that part wlicro much strength is wanted, therefore 
a few inches must be cut off the line before it is too much 
used, or the angler will probably lose a Jack or Pike 
with hooks, gimp, &c. — Swivels and traces enables the 
troller to cause his bait to have a twirling or spinning mo- 
tion, which frequently siimulatt^a a Jack or Pike to strike 
at it, and the play of the swivels also cases the slresi 
on the rod while you arc killing a heavy fish. 
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Jf yott Liv«<£ait listt for Jack or Pik« with a flskted line 
without traioas, a dip lead is better tban ihol to t,imk Uie 
float, because the float is fint put on tb« troUwg line, then 
the shot b«low k on the said liii«, and when »o done jod 
cannot g«t the itaat ofT again tviihout the trouble ef re- 
moving the shot, for they will not pans through either the 
ring or cap of the float; but if you use a dip lead it is 
put on the line and reraoTcd in an instant- Dipleoda are 
made of a long barrel shape with a hole through ihem and 
M« kept Eeftdy for sale, of vanoua siiifB, by moRt of the 
fishing taekle makeni and ^wps to London: but if thoae 
dtp )ettd»are not easily to be met with, one er two small 
ptslol' bullets, cast with a hole through them, will be (ouaA 
a good aubstilute, although tliey do not loot quite so 
tm the line u either split ahol or dip le^ds. 




TRO^TJINa B8DS. 



CHAP YL 



RodsproperforTrolUugor Jackatk 
PikeFishing^ and&omto TtreUmiihom 
a Rod, with &ifeeHort» Amv to men^cbm.^ 
Broken Rod- — 7t:ith Cuts. 



A good trolling rod should be made of tlie choicest 
stout and well-BeaioRed bunboo. caaa, in, length it ahonld 
not be shorter than- rouRlcein. feet, but uxteen u mote do- 
airabte, if your lacLtla-<mak«r< con fiwDiiili cane everj^ WA; 
fit for tiie putpoBo oC stnlejng frue, and not tuo baa.vyi 
yet suIGcieDtlj strong. WUun. tiiDUiug with the gor£e« 
or live-b:tit lishing, a. lung, rod ia naceuary, to enable (Jia 
augkc to'drop ia lii« baileJ book ovec liigh sagi , ruBb$«> 
&a. aiid also iC ihu wUet is bright, he should then keefit 
as far ana-y from it ai,be pouililji can, wliicli a loDg< r«d 
snablei you to do, tvliile dipping* cauingj or apiiiB^is 
yoitr bait, (be iC eillivr » Jack or Pike see jfM, it ia. verj; 
rare indeod that lis will Umii lak^^ your bttiii. And agaitt, 
with a long rod you will be able to drop your baita 
book in Home very lik«ly place (ot a Jack ot Pike to h 



such as a small hole, division, or clear place, among a 
bed of weeds, in a river, or any other water, wliere there 
are many weeds : but if your rod is too sliort for that 
purpose, your bailed hook frequently falls short when 
cast, or among (he weeds instead of the open place, which 
you desire or wish it to fall into, in such case, Jack or Pike 
are alarmed, and your chance of getting a run (a run 
in Jack and Pike fishing is a bite) is lost, and frequently 
the bait is spoiled or much injured by catching or banging 
to the weeds, you then have lo bait your hook afresh, 
losing time, &c. from such mishaps, you are, perchance, 
sometimes near loosing your temper, forgeting that hope 
and patience support the fisherman. 

There is some diOerence of opinion among anglers about' 
the number of rings necessary for trolling rods ; those 
who have their line on a thumb winder, or on a bank run- 
ner, seldom place more than two or three rings on their 
rod, and others have only one large ring at the top ; but if 
a winch is used, there sliould be b ring to every joint, ex- 
cept the butt, that is, fasten the winch to the butt, and let 
thai joint be without a ring, and all the other joints, except 
the top to have a ring, eachmadeof double brass wire, fixed 
Boas always to stand out, and ntiarly large enough to admit 
the top of your little finger i (he top joint should have two 
rings, the lop one nearly three times the size of the others, 
(see the cut) this prevents any obstruction to the line 
rttnning, wbich is of material consequence. I hitve tw« 
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^P- tops to ray trolling rod, which I always carry with me, in 
case of breaking one, &c. one is liiadc very flexible with 
wood and a whalebone tip about two feel long, to this fov 
strength and iecurity 1 hnve a ring on the wood part at 
well as the large one at the whalebone tip, this top {, 
always use when trolling with the gorge bait, or when 
fishyig with the live-bait ; the other top la made wholly of 
■tout whalebone, about one foot long, this I only 
when snap (ishing, which it is well calculated for by itc, 
superior strength and stilTneBg. 

Those anglers who may object to have such large ring^ 
» I have described fastened on their rods, so g 
r to stand out instead of laying close to the rod, because I 
I they prevent the several joints packing one within another J 
1 kad in consequence augments the bulk to be carried going J 
I to and from trolling, can have such rings, if they preferf^i 
L thera to those which lay close, fixed to metal ferrets, mad^l 
it each joint of the rod, which they may carry in thefr4 
i pocket, and put them on or off at the commencement and I 
' leaving off trolling or Jack fishing, excepting the lop jointer 
which will) the rings on will pack in the but or largsit'l 
joint of the trolling rod, or by using sulch rings andlfl 
ferrels a Roach rod may be used for trolling, leaving outfl 
the weak lop joint. Some anglers use a few small Ii 
curtain rings sewed to loops of leather, and pass the 
over each joint of a stout walkiog-cano rod, made 
^L long joints, and without rings, the rings hanging outwardij.l 
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throug^h vhicli ring^-lhe-lcollin^ line Tnni-i thwe- li 
loops are liiude in a sinjilur manner to thoae wliictv you 
maj see in the nsliing-tFiCkle shops, passeti 
meiuiH or keeping together the several joints of hazel and 
other common lishing rods. 



Some Tew anglers troll witlioul a rod, only using a poll 
or stick, with a forked top ; Ihey carry iheir line on a bank 
runner or a. haad winder ; after baiting the hook and let- 
ting out a proper length of line, they then pass the fork 
of the stick or poll under the line, about a yard above the 
baited hook, and cast out in search, and occasionally use 
the said fork to hoist the line over, &c. the liigh sags, 
rushes, or whatever else may impede their progress. Tliis 
mode of Jack or Pike Fishing can be resorted to by an 
angler who may be at a water which promises sport, and 
he unfortunately is without a proper rod ; unless. this hap. 
pens, I think few anglers would solroll or (ish for Jack or 
Pike. 

. Having discoursed, I hope, both plainly and suRicienlly 
c>n hooks, lines, and rods, I shall now proceed to direct tho 
reader how to select the best and most proper baits for 
trolling or Jack lishing, during the different seasons of the 
year; but I believe it will be best drst to give him direc- 
tions how to repair a broken rod, in case of such an acci- 
dent oGCuring, especially while at his sport. 



THE BROKEN ROD. 



Mending a Broken Rod, . ;, , 




If jou. abould have the misfortune to break your xi 
while fishing, repair it in the following ma oiler : cut t] 
broken cnda with a slope, (see the cut) so tliat they t 
]ay smooth and close together, then bind tlieni togethi 
with some strong silk or twine, waxed with shoe-maker 
or you may use wax-ends such as coblera men 
shoes witli, begin to bind the fractured parts togethe 

ml two inches above the middle thereof, making 

s about a quarter of an inch apart, and continue si 
bind two inches below the middle of the fracture, t 

p or bind back again to the part at which you begai 
now bind or, whip down again, keeping the lappings' cIm 
together until you come to within four or live tur 
two inches below the middle of the fracture, no\ 
fore-Jinger of your left-hand over the rod, (see the c 
(hen with your right-hand make four or five bows o 
over the finger of your lefl-hand with the silk or whateyaj 



36- 



THE' TfeOLtER'S CftiifiE. 



e end of it be- 
er and the rod, I 



you are mending the rod with, and pass ihe end of it be- 
tween the under side of your left-hand finger and the rod, 
(see the cut) now draw away (gradually) your lel^-hand 
linger, 'and with your rigTit-hand finger and thnmb lake 
hold of the second from the lop of the bow8 or hoopa and 
draw it tight, which will make ihe first bow or hoop lay 
elose obA secure over the br<^en rod, then draw the' third 
which will lecute tiie lecond, and so on till all lays smooth 
and close to the last ti^rn, to fasten and fix which, take 
the end of the waxed silk or twine, which lays under the 
bows or hoops Just described, and draw it upwards till all 
lays smooth and tight, then cut off the spare part and all 
will be fast and strong This way of mending and fasten-' 
ing off, without tying, is called the hidden or invisible 
knot. If you mend a broken rod at home, spread a little- 
softened shoe-maker's wax on each slope of the brokeif 
rod, before you bind the parts together, and it wilt 
crease the security of the broken parts. When you hai 
occasion to mend a small joint of a rod, then a bodkin 
disgorger should be used, instead ofilie left-hand finger 
cause the bodkin o^ disgorger does not require that the bow 
or hooped wipp'ni; should be so large aa if passed ove 
finger, and in coimequonec thereof are with less diffii 
drawn and confined to their proper places ; when the 
disgorger is used, you pass the waxed silk or t 
of either of those instruments, w 
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This is the best way I can describe or direct ttie angler 
how to repair a broken rod, which I have illustrnted by 
s cut, for when at a dialance from home, &c. lie sliould bftj 
prepared to remedy such an accident. 

For further information I would recommend him 
an experienced angler or his tackle maker, to stiuw him i 
how to tic on a hook to hair, gut, or gimp, and how to j 
tnend a broken rod, which raay be conimumcstcd ti 
in much less time than I have consumed in writing on thh i 
subject. The facility willi which the angler who residtkl 
in the metropolis can get his tackle lilted or repaired^S 
makes him indifferent about the matter, bill those \ 
cannot avail themselves of such assistance, should cetf'l 
Uinly make themselves acquainted witli thu subject. 




Salts for Trolling or Jack Fishing, ai^ 
how to select or chuse them. 



Tlie flsh wliich Jack and Pike chiefly feed on, are 
Gudgeons, Roach, Dace, Bleak, Minnows, and small 
Troiit and Chub ; they will certainly take any other sort 
of fish Tench excepted ; (tee the reason for lhi» opinion 
ID the observations on Jack, &c. inch^p. X.) they will 
even feed on their own species, and occasionally attack 
ihe Perch, notwithstanding its formidable back lin. But 
when the angler can get n sufficient number of Gudgeons, 
Roach, or Dace, of a proper siKe, either alive or very fresh, 
to bait his hooks with, he may rest assured that he pos. 
sesses tlie best baits ' for trolling or Jack fishing that the 
waters produce. Among those three choice bails the Gud- 
geon is the most useful, either for trolling .with the gorge 
hook, or in Live-BaitFisbing ; for in trolling the Ciidgeon 
epins belter in the water, from the roltindity of its shape, 
than Roach or Dace, and it is also thicker in its body, and 
therefore the Jack or Pike wli^ they strike at it, are not 
eolikely to feel the lead in its belly or throat; theGudgeon 
is also a very clean feeding lish, and is always bo sweet, or 
yifXi flavoured, that (be exjwneflced angler knpws whgQ 



lack or Rke strike a Gudgeon, they leas seldom blow it 
(tut of their moulhs agiiin instead ofpouciiing i(, tban any 
etlier bnit. Tlie same reasoQ liolds In respect of Live- 
B;nt Fishing, and furlhef, that Gudgeons will swim 
Iftrort^er, and live longer on the hook than any oilier fish; , 
Uid B.\m keep low in the water, whereas Roach, Dace und I 
parliciiIarJ; Bleak, endeavour to reach or swim near tbs I 
fauHace o( the water, and ir the Jack or Pike follows and 1 
Bees the angler, they generally refuse (he bail and retirej I 

' ' The next best bait I consider li a Roach, and during iht I 
lOiontha of January, February and March, I use it in prefer ■ 
Wnce to a Gudgeon; the best sixe to choose a. Gudgeon^ I 
ltuB.<?h, or Dace for trolling with the gorge, or in Live-Bait I 
fishingforJackor Pike, isaboutfiveincliea in lengthy but I 
whenj-ou go cnap fi shirt g, a larger bait is preferable, boi I 
causeJackorPikewillfrequentlysoizea large bail, though I 
they will not pouch it, which is a loosing game (tfr thi J 
^rge trotler or Live-Bait Fisher; but not so with th« 1 
■nap angler, because the instant the Jack or Pike strike! I 
his bait, ihe angler, with a strong jerk, lixes the hooks into I 
Cttiicr Pik« or Jack, and as a large bait is most attracting, 1 
«r course the snap fisher should prefer it to a muuU on^. ,. I 

The next bait in value to Gudgeons and Itoacli ar^ | 

Daceand Bleak; if you cannot procure any of those four 
baits, you may take any small fish (Tench excepted) yoa 
•an procure, und with any of ihuni you tnaj kill Jack or j 
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Pibi. Bui Now — If you ever use a Jack for b beit, it 
^iild not exceed half a pound in weight; and if you bait 
roiir liook wiih a Perch, be sure to cut away ihe back fm 
««ry cloie lo ihe bacic before you begin fishing with it- 
I h«ve killed Jack in Uieponda in Tilney Park, Wansiead, 
br baiiing.sDap hooks with a smelt, aud also with a sprat ; 
thii I""* happened in the winter oioniha, at which season 
Jack and Pike are much distressed for food in ponds, and 
I have been told they have been killed by baiting with a 
aniall sixed fresh herring of which, I doubt nut. Jack are 
klso sometimes taken in ponda and other still waters, (but 
wl(}oni in rivers) by baiting with a live Irog, to do wliicb, 
put tite loop of the gimp into the f^g's mouth uinddraw 
it out at its gills, then draw the hook (which should be an 
mI hook) into the mouth, and tie one of its hind tegs lo the 
gioipi and all is ready to fix to the trolling line. If you 
use a frog for Live-Bait Fishing, use a single No. 4 or 6 
book, and Rx it to the side of the frog's lip, or rather 
through it, the frog will live a long time in the water and 
iwim strong. 



Trusting the reader is sufficiently acquainted with 
[Dftterials for Trolling, we will immediately proceed to the 
praclLcal part of the art of taking Jock and Pike with 
rod, line and hook 
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TnOtLIWG WITH THE CiORCr:. 

CHAP. Vlll. 

Accompanied with Directions hoti 
to C0sf the baited Gorge Hool; an. 
where; how to take Jack or.JRike, 
land and unkook- them, Sfc. 

About nine o'clcjck inthe tnanlii of Oolober, IS18, 
(lie weather being- vet^' fat'Otirable for troUtngr 'I'O'l 'bo 
water of a good colour, I walkedtothet rJFeriLea, where 
by appointnient 1 met a young angiler, with a. havcMacb 
(lung ovOT his shoulder, o troiiiiig rud uBd'^riiisarm. and 
In his pocket a bixtk' of trolling^ tackle (tee the |jjt figure 2 
Cliap. 1.) congialjng ofbooks of-varlous sizea, batting 
needles, sewing needles, Hlk, thrf^ud, a disgorger, seiamrs, 
&e. ; also a box with half a dozen bnil lish in it, welt 
sprinkled with bran, and insiila )iJs jacket '(on tlie loft 
hand side) he had placed a landing hook, fixed lo a ttfles. 
CD^e two joiuti^d rod. Aly young I'rJeud wa« waiting v««y 
anxiously fur my arrival. On looking at my watch, il found 
it was not yelquiLe the time we agreed lonieetj.howeifer, 
perceiving hii impatience lo whet ajincj lopL^nt butlJitUe 
tiinetn complimenting him.un the punciualiiiy of Jiis,kei^ 
ing (lie lime agrec-d on -to mcut, and }fa Jiis huvingJi 
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the necessary tackle, bait fish, &k. in the best order, but 
immediatelj directed him to proceed in the following 



First put your rod together, fix the jointa one within 
tlie other tirmly, and mind.Vhile so doing, that the rings 
on the different joints are in a direct line with each other 
to the large ring at the lop, by which means the Hne from 
the winch will then run in a etraight direction, consequently 
much more free than if the rings were in a z\g zag or 
crooked line ; now fix the winch about the middle of (he 
butt of the rod in a line with ihe rings on the other joinls, 
■nd draw some of the line from the winch passing it 
through every ring, and out of the top large one ; now 
continue to draw as much line, as about half the length of j 
the rod to the end of the line, and fasten your trace wit^ . 
h draw slip knot; very wellj bait a gorge hook in th^ | 
following manner : — take a. baiting needle and hook thv 
curved end of it to (he loop of the gimp, (to which (he hoo% i 
U tied) then introduce the point of the needle into the 
fish's mouth and bring it out at the middle of the fork part 
of its tail, the lead will then be liid inside the bait's belly^ 
and the shank of the hook will he inside its mouth, tb^ 
barbs and points outside turning upwards ; to keep ths 
tait steady on the hooks, tie the tail part of it just aboTS < 
Ihe fork to the gimp with white thread, or through tbfj J 
flesh, about half an inch above the tail, incircling the gimp^ j 
Xhe thread passing under and over it, and then &x it to U14 ' 



TO CAST THE BAIT. 
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loop-swivel of the trace, and all will be ready for casting in 
■earch of Jack or Pike ; (see the cut chap VI.) now take 
the rod in your right hand, nnd rest the butt end of it 
againt the lower side of your stomach or the upper part 
of your thigh, and with your left hand draw a yard more 
of the trolling line from the winch, which jnu must hold 
lig'htly, until with a jerk from the right arm you cast the 
baited hook in the water, (see the cut of trolling with ihri 
giirge) nlien ihs jerk is given let the line which you hoW 
in the Icfl hand pass from its hold gradually, that the 
baited hook may not be checked when cast out by holding 
tlie line too fast, or that it may fall short of where you wish 
to place it, which it will do if you let go of it altogether 
immediately you have made a jerk or cast from the right 



By noticing these observations, and with a little practice 
you may without labour, cast a baited hook to many yards 
distance, and almost to an inch of the spot you think 
likely to harbour a Jack or Pike, Many anglers troll with 
the rod held in their hand, instead of letting the butt end 
rest against them, but they cannot cast out their baited 
hook when so carrying the rod, with so much preclBion, 
nor with bo little exertion as those who rest it against their 
stomach Or thigh. Now you have every thing ready, cast 
in the baited hook just over and beyond that candock 
weed; let the bait sink, nearly to touching the bottom; 
now draw it grndunHy upward.^ till it is near t 
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now draw it grndunlly upward.^ till it is near the smttH^J 



fece^'the^irtfer;' let'il aidk Ogoin; nondraw it iipvatd 

■nd alsD-a little to tlie right'and left;' let it sink again oni^ 
draw ' it 'up slonly, and step back a little fro<n the watflr}^ 1 
and' grat^ualiyt draw tlie bait nearer the shore ; all veif 1 
fair, but no luclc; thenDrctctaat-io search throw a few yards I 
furibi?F9ut ; very well ; draw and slnlt, us before, ( 
right and lefti &ft Ijut yet I me you cannot move a lish^ j 
we will try another place^; aye hercis a likely plat 
my word, to find a &nh ; observe the sags And rushes ac^ 1 
very thick hnd reach' nearly all round this bend or bay Q 
the riv^rj.and I see tliere are^a few weed a but they do 
appear very Htrong, and the- current and eddy is •o 
strong, enough to keep llie water lively ; now put o 
frerii baili'B ohoice one; ah let me see; threculle 
gudgeon ; I think this spot deserves every attention. I 
cast in your bail abont two yards beyond [hose i 
directly- opposite where I now stand i very well; that 
neat. and fair tlirow; draw up slowly and carefully^] 
flometliing'. lias tinalehed ur pulled jour line violently yo^ J 
lay. Bravo, you liav« o run ; lowpr the point of yc"^ I 
rod toward tlie water, and at the same timedraw^ the liif^ J 
wit^your lefthand gradually from the winch, that noiliiiiB I 
may impede the line from running free, or check the Jflc]|| 1 
or Pike. Either one or the other of which, at a certaiatj; I 
has taken yourboited hook ;'&h, the fish stops; lseeheln|,fl 
notiTun more than twoyBrds oflincout, therefore you foun^ ■ 
kirn a( home i now by my w.atch I see he has laid still seven 
miuuies; very well; but hav« a htile more patience ; 



TO PLAY AN» KILt, JAfi?. 



now I iwQ the line shakes; all ii right ; ah be nwye) 
runs; wind up lli^ alack line, and strike, but ,pofi. violent] 
and keep the point of j^our rod a liiilu rais^, fori bave 
no doubt, by liis laying so lopg slill, that tmbaji gQt tliQ 
liooka safe enough in his pouchy, he makes tuwurds.thii 
middle of the river, and seems inclined to go up strtaou 
You say he feels heavy and swims low; all is j-ight again* 
believe me, he is a good lish ; 1 see there is some very 
atrong caudock v'eeds a head, and he appears desirpufi.iof 
gaining tliem^ try and turn Itim, by holding your ,ro4 to 
the lell instead, of tlte right, and lead him back, to ihn 
p[ace from whines he started. Tliat is still fortunate) ho 
turns kindlyj ah, no^w lie strikes off again; very welli 
let him go; now ,wip4 h)"> ^^ again; again he. ifl oB'.i 
steady, steady; mind youi; line;, do not dJNlrcas.it by 
keeping it loo tight on your fish ; now he makes Kliortei 
journeys, and seems inclined, to come in shore; very,weU j 
you may now wind, and .hold a little lighter on him, and 
feel it' he will allow you to raise and show bim, but be 
collected and careful l; that is well done. 1 see he \b a &f{\ 
worth bagging.;, but . keep steady, and have your line all 
tree, for lie will for a short lime now be more violent than 
ev^r. Try and ,|ead ,liim down to yon openiiig, at which 
place, 1 see tiic water is nearly on a level with the Marabi 
(a famous place indeed to land a fish, especially if the an- 
gler is alone and without a landing hook); hcs«e>ns» 
good deal wcakencil, yet the danjer is not all passed; AOjfi 
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fore esperionced trollera fish a river or slrcBin down, or 
abliquelf across ; but the inconsiderato as frequently troll 
Against (he Ktreani, wliicli is improper, because they then 
draw Iheir baited hook beliind either Jack or Pike, when 
they are stationary, instead of bringing it before his eyes 
und mouth to tempt him. Note. — Be particularly care- 
ful in drawing up or taking the baited hook out of the 
water, not to do it loo hastily, because you will lind by 
experience tltot the Jack or Pike strike or seize your bait 
more frequently when you are drawing it upwards, than 
when it is sinking. And also, further observe, that when 
drawing your bait upwards, if yon occasionally shake the 
rod it will cause the bait to spin and twirl about, which 
is very liliely to attract either Jack or Pike. . 

In the bends of rivers and those parts out of the rapid 
current Jack and Pike general^ lay, and also where there 
are many weeds, and when you lind a hole or opening 
between them, tlien cautiously drop in your baited hook, 
and if you feel in this or any other place a sudden lug or 
Hnatch (which is a bite or run) give linR as before direct- 
ed, and when the Jack or Pike ceases lo take or run out 
your line and lay slill, do not strike iu less time than ten 
minutes after, fur if you strike too soon, you have little 
chance, but if the Jock or Pike has pouched, he cannot 
get B.way, if he is not struck fur an hour after he has 
taken the bait; but if thoy shake the line and move, 
after they have remained still three or four minutes, you 



may conclude the fisli iias poiiclied the bail and feele the 
hooka/ (benwiadjip. j'Oui^lspU line and strike, bgt not 
■violently, and always mind to keep the point of your 
rod a little raised while you are playing and killing your 
fish; on tho other hand, if you have a run, and the fiih 
lays still for a minute or so, and moves a little way and 
stops, and perhaps moves a third lime, donl strike, for 
he has not yet pouched, but let him remain ten minutes, 
for perhaps he may bcditlurbed by a larger fish making his 
appearance, and in consequence he first endeavours to 
gel away, fearing the larger will dispossess him of his prey ; 
therefore in such cases it is the safest way to give time or 
put on a snap hook. 

When you have a rim, and the fish lays still, and you 
are disposed to lay your rod down, be careful so to place 
it that nothing can impede the winch and line acting 
freely, and stand handy lo act as circumstances may re- 
quire, for sometimes n heavy fish when he feels the hook, 
will make a sudden and most violent rush towards the 
middle or up the river, and in an instant, riid, winch, and 
all are drawn into the water, or the line broke. 



When you have hooked or played a fish until he is 
quite weakened, and there is high sags or rushes before 
you, or you are on a high bank, the safest way to land 
your prize, then is, by fixing a landing hook in him, either 
through his lips, or under his lower jaw; because whi 
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liPttng up a heavj' lish, if he alnig'gtes, he in very likely to 
brenk either rod or line ; or probably his pouch may draw 
«ut and 3'ou thereby lose your prize. A hook of this 
"kind you should always carry with you ; the moat port- 
able are those made to screw into a two joiated teleiicope 
rod, (see the cut in chap. I ) which I bdieve all [he prin- 
cipal fishing lackle shops keep ready for sale. Vou may 
•corry this landing hook very conveniently slung to the 
inside of your jacket or coat, on the left side thereof 
having a narrow long pocket made to receive it. 

Observe when Trolling) Live-Bail Fishing, or Soap 
Fishmg, you should bait the hook the last tiling, that is, 
Bi\er you have put the rod, line, &c. together, because 
it is essential to offer the Juck or Pike a bait exceed- 
ingly fresh and sweet, also make il a rule to put a fresh 
bait on when you find the present one is torn, or becomes 
water sopt, and be careful to remove any piece of n-eed,&c. 
that may have hung to a bait before you cast in again, 
for Jack or Pike will seldom take a stale or sopped bait, 
nor one on which hangs weeds, grass, or any thing else, 
and when yon go for a day's trolling with the gorge, pro- 
vide a tin box sufficiently large to hold sis fish baits laying 
at their full length, and put under, between and over theiu 
some clean bran, which will absord the moisture from their 
bodies and keep them sweet for a long time ; and they will 
also remain longer firm and stiff, f generally use a square 
tin boi, with hinges and a slip clasp, of the following 
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diinenaions, viz, from seven to eight inches long, Hbout five 
inches broad and two deep ; the inside of the box should 
be divided into (liree or four parts by slips of tin that fall 
into groves (see the cut) ; by placing the baits in those 
divisions it keeps them straight, and by sprinkling them 
well with bran, (which absorbs the moisture of their bodies) 
the baits will keep of their natural shape and remain Bweei. 
The troller who takes the trouble so to preserve his bails, 
will lind his success greatly exceed tliose who carelessly 
wrap their bait fish up in paper ; the box for baits should 
be japanned, otherwise it soon becomes rusty, and then 
requires much trouble to keep it in a clean state lit to 
receive bait fish, Note. A large size sandwich box (sold 
at all the principal tin shops,) with the addition of the 
sliding partitions, makes an exoellent bait box. By taking 
out those partitions the box is easily cleaned, which should 
always be done immedieteiy after you return from 
trolling. 




I 



When I have been obliged to start early in a morning 
from town to a distance, for a day's trolling, I have pack- 
ed my baits the Itul thing over tiight, and sprinkled tbcin 



with a little salt, as well at with bran, u)d thought it ke|4' I 
I them longer, and ia a better slate for use. 



When yon are trolHug with the gorge, you will rinct j 
\ that either Jack or Pike will sometimes taki; your bait < 
igerly, and hold it several minulea by its body acroW J 
leir mouth (see the cut below) hnd then throw, drop* 



I 



or blow it from them inalcad of pouching i( ; you possibly 
Iry another kind of bait and cast in again, you have a run, 
but you are disappointed, the Jack or Pike will not pouch 
the bait, but drops it [ when this occurs, you may be 
assured the fisli are more gn the play than on the feed ; 
this being the case, convert your gorge to a snap, in 
the manner directed in chap. IV. the dead snap with four 
hooks, and you will generally succeed in taking or killing 
Ibe tentalizer. 

Note. Among my trolling tackle I always carry with 
me two or three pieces of stick about three inches long, to 
use as a gag when I have hooked either Jack or Pike in 
the throat, I can then easily get my hook away without 
cutting or disliguring the Jack or Pike, (supposing the 
book lo be a favorite one, and 1 prefer using it to s 
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other) by gaging his moulh open, and iheii withadisgorger 
oboot nine or ten inches long, which joii may have made 
either of ivory, braw, or iron (for the common bono 
dUgorgers are not long enoug-h for ihe troller's purpose) 
I get away the hook, and save my (ingers from the fish's 
teeth; but if the Jack or Pike has pouched, the better 
way then to unhook him is to make an opening in his belly, 
and carefully cut away the parts to which the hooks 
hang, and draw the hooks and gimp onl of the opening; 
if this operation is done neatly, and it is very easy so lo 
do with a sharp pointed knife, the Jack or Pike will ho 
very little disfigured. 

In landing heavy Jack or Pike, it is best lo use a landing 
hook, or to grasp them tirmly with both hands Just below 
ihe gills, for though it is generally recommended to press 
your thumb and finger in their eyes and so lift (hem, yet 
I have known many instances of good fish being lost by 
this melhod, for if they struggle much very few can hold 
them by a thumb and finger which is placed in the socket 
of the Pike's eye ; this method does very well with small 
Jack, but even those I have seen dropped and lost by the 
momentary alarm caused by the Jack (which seemed quite 
exhausted) suddenly gasping, twisting, and slruggliiig. 
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CHAP. IX. 

FttU IHrections for taking Jack and ; 
Pike with a Lice-Bait and Floated 
lAne ; various ways of using Snap 
Hooks described; and the most proper 
seasons and weather for Trolling 
i pointed out, Sfc. 




When you purpose going a Live-Bait Fisbing, for JacU 
and Pite, you sliould adjust your tackle in the followinf^ 
manner; — lirsl fix a winch to the rod and draw the line 
through the rings thereof, as directed in the preceding 
article, (troliing with l!ie gorge hook) now put (he cork 
float on the IroLing line. Note. A float of a siie 1 
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w'aa wilh about hair an ounce of lead and a bait fiah of I 
finir or five inches in length will be found, generally I 
■peaking, the most useful, (but when very small baits ar» J 
lueJ, and twisted gut instead of gimp, a smaller float wiH J 

qiiiaitc) then take the traces (which are described i^. 1 
eliap. V.) fasten the line to the traces with a bow drair ] 
knot, or make a loop at the end of the line and loop it G^li 
the traces, and after having baited your hook fix thai tftJ 
Ibe hook swivel of the traces, and all is ready to cast 
search. 

I I 
When the float is fixed at a proper distance from tk^M 
baited hook, which, as a general rule, observe, should be J 
■omething less than three feet ; but in very shoal wa 
or where there ore niany weeds, two feet above the h 
will be a more proper distance to fix the float, but in i#l 

do I ever find or think it right to fix the float aboYI 
the baited hook, at a greater distonce than three or foq 
feet. 

If you choose to fish without traces, adjust the line, fiovt9 
stid baited liooks tliis way : first put the float on the liiWi 1 
next put B dip-lead, or as many swan shot on the line a 
ti proper for the size of (he float; dip-leads are to be 
preferred, because they are put on and off in an instant 
dip-leads described in chap. V.) whereas it taket 
■ome time to put the shot on the line, and more to take 
them off again, which must be done, otherwise you canntM J 
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retnave the float from the line, because the shot «ill be 
found tcro liirg^ to pass tlirougli the ring at the bottom of 
the float, or tKe cap at the top; now all iJiia troubU- ami 
delay is obviaieJ by using a dip-lead, or tlie traces iiilerf 
with swivels, &c. (as described in chop. V.) However, 
whether traces, dip-lead, or shut are usedj I will suppose 
the hnobs to be bailed, (in the manner described in the 
necond article, chap. ilJ. and the cut, figure 2.) and the 
float fixed in its proper place, &c, and the angler at the 
water ^ide (choose if possible to have the wind at your 
back) he must hold his rod and line exactly as described 
in the preceding arljcle (trolling with the gorge hook') and 
a> represented in the cut at the head of this chapter, 
excepting the hand represented as grasping the rod above 
the winch, it may be held below the winch if the 
finds it more convenient to manage. 



Cast your bait in very gently, and near the sho 

always standing as far back from the water as y 
being able at the same time to see your float ; if afti 
minutes you have no success, advance a little nearer, and 
make another cast further in the water, or to the right ur left ; 
if the bait is lively ho will swim strong aboul, and make for 
the weeds, and there entangle itself, which you niuwl pre- 
vent by drawing him gently away, bit t not out of (he water. 
When the bait Rsh becomes weak, which you will discover 
by the float not bobbing about much, you should draw him 
gently to and fro, at the same time shaking your rod 






HOW TO place; the bait, &c. 



k little, ifhich will sometimeii stimulate a Jack to i 
it, fearing it in making ita escape, though vrhile it 4 
■tfltionary the Jack ia seldom in a hurry about it, whH! 
prove the advantage of strong lively baits over 
weak anil laaguirJ, can in search in all the bends, bays, 
■till parts nf rivers, and in ponds, pools, &c. that com 
nlcatc with rivers, and near beds of candock weed! 
rushes, sedges, and retired places, in preference 
currents, or whirling eddies, for such unsettled plact 
Jack and Pike like not. 

Observe, when you take your bait out of the water (flj 
cast it into another place) that you draw it slowly a 
gradually to the surface fur that purpose, not snal 
out, because Jack and Pike, when not very much or 
feed, will only strike at the bait when it seems t 
escaping from them : those who take their line out wit 
the above caution will often find a Jack strike at ' 
bait, and in their eagerness, sometimes, throw themseli'tlf 
out of the water after it, but by .the quick movement 'd 
the angler the Jack seldom hits the bait, and if he doe 
he is generally so alarmed that he drops it again immdl 
diaiely. This fact it well known to old anglers. 

When a Jack or Pike seines your live-bait, it is getHi 
rally with violence, and the float is instantly drawn undQ 
water, therefore be sure to keep your eye steadily o 
and also keep your winch and line free, always holdin^'ft 




I 



MiJ ^ imi^ skck line in your left hand, that notliing 
««\ «faM» ur impede the Jack or Pike when he hat sehei 
liw biait, und is making fur his haunt to pouch it, and if 
bM mm verj violently, keep drawing the line from the 
ainrh with your lcl\ hand that he may not be checked ; 
when he has got to the desired place and then lays slill, 
du not disturb him in less time than ten minutes aCli-r he 
bu so laid, or if you give him a little longer time it may 
not be amiss, for you are to know that when a Jack hai 
got the bailed hook in bis pouch he cannot possibly get 
it out again, but ifyou strike before he has so done, you 
generally pull the bait from his mouth without the hooks 
touchipg him, therefore the only clinnce of loosing either 
Jack or Pike after they have taken the bait is, in nut 
giving them time enough to poueh it, supposing Ihem to 
be diposed to pouch; but on the contrary, when you 
have a run, and the Jack or Pike goes some distance and 
stops a few moments, then moves again, slops a feiv mo- 
ments as before, and a third time moves his quarters, you 
must not expect he will pouch, for he is then more on the 
play llian on the foed, or there is larger Jack or Pike 
about the spot, that prevents the one which has taken 
your bait from stopping for fear of the stronger taking 



his prey frot 

occurs, 

to wind up your 

way the Jack runi 

the chaps, throat i 



However it may be, when such a case 
as well, with the third movement, 
ine and strike smartly the contrary 
and you may probably hook him in 
gills ; or you may change the hook 



WHEN TO STRIKE, &c. 



and use a snap with a live-bait when you find the fi 
will not pouch. Further, recollect, when you have •^ 
run, and the Jack or Pike remains sliil (after havBl 
taken the bait and gone a certain distance) for t 
minutes or more, and then shakes and tu^s the lin 
muvea away, wind up the slack line and strike, but i 
with much force, because yon will find if either a Jack «| 
Pike has laid still for three minutes or more, and t 
becomes restless, he has pouched the bait (which t 
liometimea do the moment thcj take it) and begins 
feel the ho<^. 



When you have hooked a fish white Live-bail Pishui 
net as directed with the gorge hook, that is, do not strain 
on him too hard, keep him from heavy weeds and dange- 
rous places as much as you can ; and lastly, when bring- 
ing him (either Jack or Pike) to a convenient place for 
landing, and he comes very quiet, yet be prepared to ex- 
pect he will, when almost in your hands, make some des- 
perate plunges, shaking his head, opening his mouth, 
shewing- Ills red gills, &c. prepare for this probable case 
with coolness, and when such occurs, let Mr. Jack or Piks 
have a few more turns in his own element, and when ha 
again becomes tractable, you may be more sanguine of 
bagging him. You are to note that many very heavy- 
fish are lost through the anxiety of getting them on shore, 
and especially at tlie time the violent struggling takes 
place, wliich I have described, for then the troller should 



yield lo the fisii ; but on the conlrary, llie- youtig angk-r 
redoubles his elTurts to drug the uDwilling liHh-oa shore ; 
but he frequently bj using such improper furce, either 
breaks his tackle or draws the poucli out of the Jack or 
Pike's stomach, and of cdumb, in eitliercase, loses Im 
prizu. If jou fish with one hook fixed to (lie bait's gills, 
ki the manner described in Chap. HI, Fig. 1- you must 
pursue the some method as described in respect to giving 
the Jack or Pike time to pouch the bait when you have a 
run; but if you use a single liooki or three or live hooks, 
as described in Chap. III. Fig. I. 3. and 4, you then fish 
ot snap, and instead of giving time to pouch, when you see 
yourfloattakendown, by a Jack orPike having seized your 
livebait.obsetve which way he goes, and after he has run a 
yard or so of line out, strike him with a lusty stroke, 
that some of the hooks may get a firm hold, then play, 
kill and land him, secundum artem. Note. — When fish- 
ing with those one, three or five hooks, Jusl described, 
you may fix the necessary weight of shot or lead on the 
gimp to which the hooks are tied, if you prefer it to 
putting them on the (races or trolling line, because you 
put on and oiT those hojksto the traces or line, (he gimp 
not passing under the skin of the bait fish, as must be 
dpne when the houka arc threadled or lay on the side or 
shoulder of the bait, as represented in (he cut. Fig. 2, 
Chap, I1I> for if the gimp is leaded and drawn under the 
bait's skin, it rips nearly all of the bait, which is much 
disligured and soon dies. 



HOW TO CHOOSE & KEEP LIVE BAITS. 



:i 



When you go out for a day's Live-Bnit Fishing, you 
should take about a dozen live Ush with you, princitiBlly< 
Gudgeons, if you can pro<:ure tliom, because Gudgso 
aVe a hardy strong fisli, swims well, and will bear a 
rough usage lyitliout losing tlieir fcaica or life than any ol 
bail lish, Select all your bails from four and a half l| 
five and a Imlf inches in length, but not larger, put iht 
into a full sized kettle, and frequently during your exei 
Kion give tliem fresh water, and place [he kettle o 
8un, or in the water, where you can conveniently get tO'l 



I have found that in putting my hand in the kettle, i 
bail fish therein struggle and bounce about, and by^M 
doing, rub the scales off and otherwise injure each otherr 
therefore J have a very small net, not much more IUeid half 
the sizi? of those used to take gold and silver fish out of 
globes, &c. this net I carry very conveniently in my fish 
kettle, by having a piece of the lid cut away at one 
corner, where a few inches of ihe handle of the net pro- 
jects; by using this net I select which bail t may lliinU 
proper, without much disturbing the otiiers, or distressing 
them by pulling a. hot hand among these cool bloode^a 
animals. I prefer a longish square kettle to a round o 
(and always have mine japanned iniido and out) for ll 
water is less agitated in such a shaped kettle when you B 
carrying it than in a round one, and it is moreconvenionl<( 
carry, or to pack in a basket, &c. for a journey (b« 
in the first chapter, tigure I .,) than those of a round foni 
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Observe thai you make it a rule to bait jour hook the 
last thing, artiT all is complete in respect to float, line, &c. 
fur the more lively aud ittrong the bait swims, the greater 
Ibe chance you have of a run, and the fish pouching 
instead of blowing it out, which Rometimes is the cane 
when Jack or Pike are not much on the feed and thft bait 
fish not very lively or tempting. Also recollect, that when 
trolling with the gorge, the snap, or Live-Bait Fishing in 
a place very likely for Jack or Pike to lay, do not leave 
after a throw or two, especially if you have seen a lii^ 
move there at any former day, or if you have had a run 
in this place, and the Jack or Pike led your bait without 
pouching, but continue to cast and fish every foot of 
water for a considerable lime, aitd if not successful, try 
the same place on your return, or as the gunner say's, 
Iry back. 

Snap Fishing, for Jack or Pike, with 
Dead Baits. 

When you intend using snap hooks with dead bails, 
lor Jack or Pike Fishing, it is belter to have a very stout 
top on your rod (such as recommended in chap. IV. ) 
because much strength is required in striking when you 
feel a run, for it depends entirely upon the firm hold you 
have of the fish, by one or more of the hooks having pass- 
ed into oT through some part of the Jack or Pike's gills. 



-'" SKAF FISHING. 

jaws, or some other part. Your gimp and lin 
&]so be very stout. (I have dbscribcd various kinds i 
fcooka, and how to bait them with a dead fish, for si 
fishing in chap. IV,) Draw the line from the winch ihrou^ 
all the rings of the rod, as dire<:ted in trolling with t 
gorge, loop on the traces (ir you use traces) to the lintfi 
or fix lliem by a draw knot which you please ; then buj 
your hook or hookii, and hang it on the hook swivel at tl 
bottom of the rod by (he loop, if you do not us 
-then you loop the gimp to the trolling line, c 
thereto with a slip draw knot, which either you prefefU 
and now all is ready for to cast or throw, in search I 
Jack or Pike, but mind you hold the rod and line RTm)$ 
grasped, that you may be enabled the instatit you ( 
touch, to strike quick and with force; then proceed t 
play, and kill, and land your prize, as directed in trollin 
"with the gorge. Note, carry several baits with you ii 
boT, as directed in chap. VHI. 



Seasons ami Weather proper yJwfl 
Trollmg ; and how to bring Jack OM 
Pike on Shore. 

Jack and Pike will take a bait in every month during 

the year, hot not freely till September, which is quitn 

[ -early enough in the tieoson to troll ; because, though Jtw^^ 



ranil Pike spawn ib Match, yet ihey remain & long timt 
after very languid, ^v13^, ijid eiokly, and (bcir bodies are 
long and ihin, aoA their heads large, caring liille Tor food 
uniii llie cool moEningn, cventAgs, and TiighM of iba 
aiUumi apiRoaoh, thay Llien rapidly recover their appe* 
lite and stieirgtl), and soon becenie fat and well flavoured, 
and are ia the bc^t state for Llie (able frout Michaelmas 
till the liiUer end of February (it U with Kal regret that 
t)i(! lEiiG spodlng or gentleman angler puU his trolUnf 
tackle together before September^ but the niisrorlune is, 
that all the waters withui a eoBsiderable distance of Loa- 
d on are cont^niially iishcd'by poacher*, and in consequence 
of such pracliac*, the diSbrent MtbHcriptlon waters aillow 
trolling to commenue tn dune or July ; the ang-ler, from 
necessity, avails himwtf of this liberty to troll, because 
he QrguM Ihttt he may as well kill a few Jack himself, s« 
to 'pay en sonuKl Rum to a water, and leave theni to the 
unfair angler who will kill all be can, and lougli in bis 
sleeve at his forbearance) in September the weeds, rushes, 
&c. have lost their sweetness and nutritious properties, and 
begin to grow thin, aSording but little harbour, shelter, or 
food for lish ; and as the wioter approaches, those sedges, 
weeds, rushes, Ac. rot, waste, and sink, or drift away wKli 
the floods ; during which time, small fish, gudgeons 
especially, have left the shallows, and retired to deep 
holm under banks, shelves, piles, ftc. which oceasions Jock 
and Pike to be on the alert, finding much diffleuUy to 
satisfy their now ever craving appetite. Therefore, at 



WBATHEIL, 4c. Til FOB TROLLING, flf ' 



flns leagoB^ every favourable de.y gbould be embraced bj 
the lovers of trolling, during ihe period, above alluded h 
Jack and Pike will continue to take a bail in March, I 
•s they are then v«ry fnll, sod their spawn being t 
B9ifit for foodi the gsntkman spoil*maa will surely n 
desiat fron trolling. 



The most fa.Toiu'able wetkllier for trolling- i 
■maEtish breeee blows (com the South to West, and tl 
Hay doud5 er dull; ftt such times keep tb« wind at yw 
}»ck a^ tike water in front ; but if the water and weatlu 
is very bright, fish against the wind. From Septeonbei |i 
Ihe beginning of November, Jack and Pike will t 
blut best from ton o'clock till one, and again froni tl 
til! dusk; but after the nights become very long an 
the angler should then prulor the- middle and wi 
ports of the day, for at that season of the year, i 
Jack or any other Gsb will move much at any other tim 
Thick water is. aot favourable for trolling, for d 
Sood, which causes a coloured water. Jack and Pike ke< 
y«ry close ia shore among the sags or rushes which U 
near the banks, or in the still beads of rivers, to keep (f 
of the heavy waters and rapid currents, where t 
'emain stationary until the waters clear and subside. Tba J 
ingler who then chooses to try for them must troll c 
«ven to the UtKfcing of tliose sags and rushes, or he 
■eldom nrave a fishi but immediately the water c 

nes the troUer's lum, for the Jack and Pike IiaviDgi.1 
B 2 




I short allowance, are now bold, 
f^arlesdj take the baited hook. 

When you have hooked a Jack or Pike, and played 
with him till quite exhausted, and you ore drawing it 
ashore, make it a rule to Host liim on his side, and keep the 
head a little raised above the surface of the water, that 
thenose or gills may not hang to, or catch hold of weeds 
while yoti are thus engaged bringing your prize to the 
shore, for sometimes you cannot avoid drawing over or 
among weeds, and I have seen a Pike touch and get 
entangled Ihts way, and before it could be diaentangted 
it recovered from its exhaustion or stupor, and occasioned 
much trouble and hazard before it could again be subdued. 

Note. It is asserted by some anglers that Jack or Pike 
will not take a bait when the moon shows itself during the 
day lime, and they declare they have so frequently and 
invariably found that to be the case, that when the moon 
shines on the water, let the hour of the day be what it may, 
they cease trolling- I have nothing lo say on the subject, 
the inquisitive angler can satisfy himself by observation. 



OBSERVATIONS ON THE GORGE. 



CHAP. X. 

Observations on the different wajf 
practised in Fishing for Jack 
Pike ; also on Trimmers ; concluding 
with Remarks on the Nature, Sfc. 
Jack and Pike, and a Glossary 
Technical Terms used among Trollei 

Having explained the different ways generally praclis^ 
by anglers in Trolling or Fishing for Jack and Pike, I shall 
now proceed lo give an opinion on the merits of each 
different way, resulting from my own experience, and the 
practice of many old friendg and brothers of the angle. 

First, with the Gorge Hook. "^ 

In Trolling, with the baiter! gorge hook I have had the 
most success, and with it killed the heaviest (iah. This 
bait shows well in the water, and tiirua or spins, especially 
when you are in the act of drawing it up (at which time 
Jack or Pike generally take it)conBe[{uently very attract- 
ing to Jack or Pike. This bait also possesses another 
advantage over any other, namely, the dosencas of the 
hooks in the bait's mouth, the points only just shewing 
lliemselves, which is_ material in bright water, and n 




I 
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less liable to caich hold of weeds, or any thing vl»e that 
might diaplnce the hofiln or dteiigure the bait ; — and again, 
the hooks being so much hid and out of tlie way, by 
being -within ahe bait's mouth, and the gimp coming Ttom 
ihe tail, there is nothing to check the Jack or Pike 'nlien 
they are changing the bait to ponch ; for it is well known 
that those Rsh generally seize the bait in the first instance, 
across its body, afterwards cimnging its po-sition, and 
iwallow or pouch it, head foremost; consequ^tty, n^hile 
so doing, the gimp and hooks in most other baits are liatile 
to oflend or create fear and suspicion in the fish, and the 
bait is then frequently blown or dropped ■out of its mouth 
instead of being pouched : 1 have known hiStaTices where 
B, dozen trimmers have been laid at a distance of twenty 
^ards apart, each trimmer baited with a 'choice live-baiit, 
and after remaining many hours in the water neither of 
them have been touched ; 1 have then trolled between them 
with the gorge, and have had runs and killed lay fish t 
some anglers think that cutting off all the lins of the bait 
fish for the gorge hook disfigures it, bnt Jack dr Pike are 
indifferent about it, and it certainly is the best method, 
particularly as it keeps the bail from catching or hanging 
on weeds, and the bait also spins better when the Gns are 
all cut close aWay ; in consequence I cut away all the ficff) 
but leave the tail on. 

From tlie reasom above -stated, I do ndt hesitate to-avr 
that I consider trolling with a gorge hook -to be themost 



ON LIVE-B^IT FISHING. 



n 



(parUnun like its weU «■ the nwst killing way of fifhiiigf 
for Jack or Pike ; ^ut a[ a. cetUuu aeeftOB wf th« year tJlft-— 
&Bgler will find it moTe piaiitaltle tu «9e a live-ixiit 
dead, (which I shall notice when I give an opiaion < 
Live-Bttit Fiihiog) but in lake tlie wbuiu KeMori fur J« 
and Pike Fiihing, I Grinly bulieve, he who coniioei hinuelf 
to trolling with the gurgr, nill kill twice tim aumber or 
weight of Jack and Pike than he who Tor Uu wholit at 
fishes only with a live-bail. 



>h«»a|H 

on fi^^^H 

liiiuelf 

iber or 

float (^^1 



Fiihtixg (or Jack wiili n liie-bait, and a cork Hoat Q 
the line, '» certaitily au enticing way, liut I ilu n 
aider it id succeurul as truUing witli the gorge-h 
neither have J ever killed such lu-nvy &h by llii« tnetlud 
of live-bait Gshing ui with the gorge-btut; yU ( knov 
from practice, ihat more Jack und Pike may be killed by 
angling for them with a live-bait and a floated line, than 
any other way exospt trolling ivilJi the gorge hook ; and 
the little labour or cxeriion required to lake Jack and Pike 
by thia mode of flailing, is doubll«M thr cause of taany 
prel^rring it, as it nllowa them freqiMtnt oppurtiinitiRs of 
r«Miog when they reach a clear atiliplace,e<thcr in rivers or 
ponds, with the pleaaureof observing their Host danc« about 
by the live-bail sailing touand 1'n>, wbidi certainly does have 
theeflect of drawing the Jack orPMce to Ihc bait ; but they 
often blow, drop, or throw it out of their uontha again, from 
ihe gimp or hook touching ihein when shafting the bait to 
poiKJ) it, this frequcBlJy occiira when the ttait is hooked 
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by the lip, which is my principal reason for preferring ihi 
hooks laying on the side and gimp, coming out below the , 
bock fin (see Fig. 2. Chap, ni.) When the w 
Tcry bright, I use astrong' No. 6 hook, lied lo twisted gol 
instead uf gimp, and ft very small bnit, with which 1 
many Jaek and Perch, that would not take a bait Gxed 
gimp tackle in very bright or fine water, or in shalloi 
during the summer. 



I 



The most proper time for Live-Bait Fishing is 
the heavy weeds, rushes, and sedges nre rotten, and daily 
wasting and being washed away by floods, frosts, &c. 
which generally commences in November ; from which 
time tintil April, Jack and Pike will luke a live-bait mora 
freely than at any other time of the year. 



Snap-F'isktnff. 



Snap Fishing for Jock and Pike is neither si 
gentlemanly, or sportsman like way of angling, as with 
the gorge or live-bait, nor does it afford to much amuse- 
ment or profit ; for when the hook or hooks are baited, 
the angler casts in search, draws, raises, and sinks his bait, 
until! he feels a bite ; lie then strikes with much violence, 
and instantly drags or throws his victim (nolens votens) 
on shore (and then almost wonders how the devil he came 
there) which he is enabled to do, because the hooks used for 
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ON SNAP PISHING. 



the Soap are of the largest and sirongest kind used in 
fresh waler fishinv. But this hurried and uniiportsman- 
]ike way of taking' fish, can only please those who value 
the game, more than the i<porl afTurded by killing a Jack 
or Pike with tackle, which gives the lish a chanco of 
escaping, and excites the angler's skill and patience, 
mixed with a certain pleasing anxiety, and the reward of 
his hopes. Neither has the snap fisher so good a chance 
of success, unless he angles in a pond or piece of water 
where the Jack orPike are very numerous, or half-starved, 
and will haj-ard their lives for almost any thing that comes 
in the w^y, but in rivers where ihey are well fed, worth 
killing, and rather scarce, the coarse snap tackle, large 
hooks, &c. generally alarm ihem ; on the whole, I think it is 
two lo one against the snap in most rivers ; and if there 
are many weeds in the water, the large hooks of thi 
by standing rank, are continually getting foul, damaging' 
the bait, and causing much trouble and loss of 



Tivo-Handed or Cross Fishing. 



I 



, In the North of England, two-handed or cross fishing is 
practised for Salmon, Trout, and also for Jack and Pike ; 
,buE this method of Gshing is but little practised elsewhere, 
indeed it can hardly be called fair fishing, and as siidi, il 
i% generally forbid by the proprietors of private waters, 



who seldom deny a sportsn 



1 day 'bungling, under f^i 
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lestrictioDs, This two-handed Snap fishing for Jack and 
Pike, B practised in the roilowing niaTmer : — lake about 
forty or lircy yarda or siroDg cord, Bash or jack line. 
Mod fasten each end to poles about seven or eight feet 
long, fx^ on each pole, fasten a large winch that will 
hold Shy yards of the strongest plaited silk Irulling line i 
in ^e middle of the slroog line (which is fastened to the 
lioles) lie on a small brass or wooden pulley, then draw 
the troUing line from the winches and pau it through the 
pulley ; n»w bait a Snap tiouk or ho^* witJi a full sized 
fcait lish, (tad fix it to the troUkig line, and all is ready to 
taaaacmee twe-liandedSaap fishing. The parlies managing 
iLe poleti, proceed directly opposite each other, on the 
bank* of rivers or other waters, and let their bailed hook* 
ki plaeea where they expect to find ; and when they feel 
a bite, one strikes very smartly, and his companion then 
lowen or otherways maAages his pole, so as to give him, 
any or every assiatance while he is killing and 
getting the Jack or Pike ashore. When the gorge liook 
is lued in this way of fishing, it is then proper to have 
two pulleys fastened to the thick cord, near the center of 
k, at about a yard apart, because, When (or if only one 
puiUy tinea but one line stiould be used ) one Bn^M" feels 
a tan, the Mber should immediately keep all still while 
Ibe fish pourfws; this cannot be so well done wlien both 
%nes pass t^ongli one pulley, and tfie troller knows that 
if J«c1t or Pike are not well on the feed, they will throw 
«r drop the bait from the (east check or alarm. In some 
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places the conntty people get a strong small rope or clothea 
line, and tie one or mnre enap baited liooks to it, and laka 
ttold, one at each end of The rope, and walk opposite eadh 
■olher, on the banks of amatl rivers and ponds, letting the 
bftited hoc^s drag in the^vater, until ihef fiiel a bile i the 
one -strikes and imtnedialiety 'drags the Jaok on shore, the 
Other person slacks the tinehehoMs, while his companion 
is so-Aoing. 

Various other ways are practised for taking Jack and 
Pike, by night lines, trimmers, &c. but such methods are 
justly reprobated by the true angler who eiccraine his 
skill and art for amuranient tnore than prolit ; ftsrefore, 
I shall say but very little on ihn port of llie su^Bot, but 
will in lieu thereof, teach you how to lake large fiols, by 
chain lines, &c. ; the Irlmmers moRtly'DBed in laikca, -meers, 
broads, pools, and large ponds, aretdken up from a boat ; 
if the place is not too broad you may get them with the 
drag hooka, or with a large stone fastened to plenty of 
strong cord being thrown over tlio trimmer line; these 
trimmera are made of 'strung thin hempen cord, with a hook 
tied to brass wire (but gimp i» belter) and wound on a 
large 'piece of 'flat cork, Hbotit -Sve or six inches in 
t)iam«ier, with a -groove to admit Ihe Utne; the hookuB 
baited with a Gudgeon, Roach, or some small Qsh ; you 
then draw hb much line out os admits the'bait to'hai^ 
-about a foot from the bottom. There is a smnll jlit iu 
the cork, that you paw'thuiline in, lo.prerant.'itiuiin) 
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ing; as soon as the Jack or Pike seizes the bait, the line 
loosenB, and runs from ihe groove of the cork free, and 
allows the fish to retire to his haunt, and pouch at leisure. 
These SiiiLting trimmers are named, by many, the man-af- 
'war trimmera, frutn the inrgeness of the cork, and may 
be purchased at all the principal fishing' tackle shops. 
Some use only a wisp of straw or rushes, and tie two t 
three yards of string to a baited hook, and often kill. 




The Bank-Runner, Trimmer, Sfc. 

The bank-runner is mostly used in the day, while the 
^wigler is fishing for Roach, Barbel, &c. These trimnien 
are stuck in the bank, the bottom being strong turned 
■ff-ood sharpened for the purpose, with a winder at top for 
4he line, which is fitted in the same manner us the man-of- 
but you must have a cork and bullet to the lioe, i 
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the cat (.the 'cork used fur a wine bottle does very well 
after the edges are pared round the (op and botloni') and 
bait with a live lish, which should swim about a foot or 
two from the ground. When you u«e the rod, fig. I. 
hold the line with your left liand, and with your right pass 
the foriied part under the line just above the bullet. 

How to taheJach and Pike withHook, 
Bladder or Bottle. 

Jack and Pike are also taken in lakes and other large 
pieces of water, by baiting with a full sized Date, Gud- 
geon or a Roach, nearly half-a-pound weight is best ; 
use strong snap hooks, with two lengths of gimp, and (wo 
swivels, which must be fastened to abuut a yard of the 
stoutest plaited silk trolling line; then tie the line Terjr 
seruro to the neck of ft large bladder, and Itninch it in the 
water with a brisk wind ; if the lish are on the feed, yon 
will soon perceive the water agitated in the most violent 
manner, and a(ter an amusing and violent struggle, tJte 
bladder will kill the heaviest Pike, provided your hooka 
and tackle are good. In Ramsey M<?er, Huntingdonshire, 
there in an annual exhibition, called ii bottle race, and 
often much belting on the event of which bottle kills a 
Pike first ; the bails ajid honks are managed in ilie same 
manner as with n bladiier, the bottle (a wine bottle) is 
used in place of a bladder ; the line is lied round ihe Deck, 
When "everul are so prepared, ihey ore ranged in a row. 
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md all' larniGHed at a ^van iiignail, aod muah amusemena ■ 
tn^ delight t» afforded tha spectators, by the Jack and 
Pike drag^n^ the bottlbs aJ^aut, (aad oflen two comes Ju 
contact.) Ifrt^e fish feed well, which, is gerfiroUy the'cao*, 
tor thifr extensive piece of water ai»Hnida with Jaok and 
Tcry large Pike, aoma faaleQ their tsimmcr lines to largs 
bricka, or heavy pieces of stone, or clods of earth, to 
prevent being noticed, and throw them into the water. 



Smtrmgi or Haltering of Jack and 
Pike. 



In the spring andsttBiiiier, Ja«k and Pike will fre((ii«tu]| 
Ire dazing neap the aurface of the water, especially in large 
(Ktches cooflected with- rivers and {XHide, also among 
veeds ; they are liiert taken in an unsportsmanlike 
manner, by making a running noose of wire gimp trolling 
line, or treble twisted gut fastened to a strong line and 
rod, or pole, the noose should be vety carefully drai,\v8 
over the fish's head beyond the gills, than with a stronf 
j«k he is securely caught: lift him mtt immedistely. 
Fish may be taken when found tybg in a similar wiaanec 
to that already ifeflcribcd, by pulling two or three fiUong 
hooks et the bottom of your line, atid letting thei* 
under the fish, then Mrike snuu-tty, and yon wiH gen^naUr j 
be ■uecesBfol' 




Beware ye Hirun 
And all ska biesibelbe lucid crysuU or Uie Lalu^ 
Or livdy apoil, belveen the daihing wheel* 
Of river mills, beware, tbe tyrant cornea. 
Grim death await* you in his gaping jaws, 
Aiwt lurltt behind hiihungtyfangi. 

Sei Mc. Quilt' t deicripliott of three hwtdrtd Anm 

Remarks ou the Nature, Hauntt^ 
Habits, Shape, Colour, 8fc. of tk 
Jack, Pike, Luce, or Water Wolfe. 
Lucius a Pike, a Jack. 

Jack and Pike have a flattiah head, the under jaw ii 
•omething longer than iho upper one, the mouth ii ez- 
Iremely wide, ihe tongue very large and studded viitit 
teeth, t)ie lower Jdw is set round with large crooked 
canine teeth ; the expanse of mouth, jaws and teeth, 
enables this mercileas fish to hold fast and quickly destroy 
the victim, that t« so unfortunate as to come wiitiin iti 
reach. The body of a Jack is lung, and cased in very 
small hard scales, and when they are in season, it is 
covered with a mucus or stimy substance ; the back and 
upper part of the sides are uT a greenish golden hue, and 
the belly of an indifftsrent white colour, the eyes are of 
a bright yellow, and sunk lew in the sockets, but are so 
placed as to enable the Jack to look upwards (this should 
tench (h<_> «n>>]er not to sink his baK too low in the water<}k 
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angler has Itooked, while fie his drnwing it out of ihe 
wnter, leaping abuve Che sitr&ce for that purpose. I have 
known many iiiBtanucH of iheir sirallowing the leaden 
pjumrael that Uw anglur is taking his depth with; and 
ones while I was plumnung tlta depth (preparatnry to 
Ashing for Chub in the winter) with a folding- plummet, 
having a No. 8 book and a gut liile, a Jack, of about two 
pounda, immediately poached my plummet ; Ijio hook, 
hanging avertbe sido of ihig f^Jding plummet, got sufficient 
lioM of the Jack, (hat I hold liim and soun killed aud 
latuled this liungry nUruder. 

i'erch (the large ouls eapociaily) seem but little 
-intimidated bj^ the appearanue of Jack or Pike, for they 
cmilinue to swim abotit as before those tyrants appeared; 
btit not so with other fish, for they immediately swim or 
dart away with the greatest velocity, and the Eels sirddenly 
sink and tiury themselves in llie mud, or lay close under 
thick and heavy beds of weeds. 

It is generally supposed, that Jack will increase in 
weight something more than a pound in a year for the 
first fotff or five years, and during ttial time continue to 
^row in length, hut after that period they grow more in 
' depth or breadth and thickness. Some writers on natural 
history, affirm that Prke will live two or three hundred 
years, and grow to the amnzing size of a hundred and 
fifty poiintts or more, and that they are so wonderfully 
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prolific, as to produce a. hundrod and totiy thousand aod 
more eggs in one roe. Of those circumstances reflpecling 
the age, &c. of Jack and Pike, f must coofess, I know 
but little, therefore, shall say nothing more on the subject, 
leaTtttg (he curious to consult natural history, during 
unravwable weatlier ; but instead thereof, will inrorni the 
angler where lie is likely to lind both old and young, large 
end small Jack and Pike, so tliat be iniiy avok] much.U 
of time and fruilleEs labour when in search of lhem> 

Jack and Pike are partial to quiet retired places, whore 
the -water is rather shallow than deep, forming a bend or 
ibay in rivers anil large waters, and also removeii from 
■trong currents, especially if those bends or bays abound 
with their favorite weed, the pickerell (on which they are 
■aid to feed) also lite candock or water lilly, and the 
shore sides are shaded with tall sedgy sags. Among those 
sedges Jack aud Pike lay (cspsicially during floods, heavy 
runs of water, and while the water is thick) a fool or two 
below the surface, with their noses just projecting from 
tlie Ecdgi-K, looking up stream for what may come within 
their reacli as Ibod i thcr^re the angler, when he 
in thick heavy wnlcr, must try cloBc in shore. 



But when liip. imeathtir is fine, and the water of a proper 
colour Jack and Pike occasionally go some yards from their 
liaunts, in sonrch of food, particularly to the sharps, shalr 
lows, and pariNofn-aters where the bottom i 
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or gnreMy ; because in nuch places. Gudgeons, Dace, and 
olber small fisb di^light to resort to. In February (if mild 
Tor the Heason) Jack and Pike begin to move from tlieir 
retired situations, and, from natural feelings, thej con> 
gregate in shallow parts of pools, and nearer lo those 
parts of rivers, caRals,^lakes or ponds, where small slreami 
and ditches empty themselves, or run into larger waters. 
Tn tho month of March they spawn, retiring for that pur- 
pose, in pairs, lo the stillest part of the waters, and 
deposit their spawn among, and on (hose weeds which are 
of the nature of rushes, hnving thick stems, such as the 
candock and wnier lily, and in default of which, about 
the roots or lower parts of bull-rushes or sedges. From 
Blarch till August nr September, Jack and Pike are not in 
a vigorous state, seemingly more inclined to date and bank 
in the sun nearly out of water, than feed ; for at those 
limes it is not unusual lo see numerous small fish swim- 
ming and playing around this dreaded enemy of the tinny 
race for hours, without his disturbing them. At such 
times, Jack and Pike will refuse the choicest bait the 
angler con select, and if it is plaeed so close as to touch 
his nose, he will not take it, but generally draws himself 
a little back from it, and if you persevere in placing or 
drawing the bait (either live or dead) to him, he will sink 
or plunge away in anger; in fact, Jack and Pike are 
among, if not the longest of any fish, in recovering their 
health, flesh and appetite, after the act of procreation ; 
for few of them will take a bait freely, nor are they lit for 
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the table, berore September. For during the GrsL part 
■umtner, they remain long, thin and lanky ; the variotM 
spots and golden tinge oa their sides nod back now lose 
much of their brighlneas or brilliiincy, and their heads 
appear unseemly large, because they have then lost thatr 
depth and rotundity of body (especially about Ihe 
fin) which ihey possess when in season ; for a Piki 
neighs ten pounds nhen in full liealth and vigour 
not weigh more than seven or eight while out of seai 
or condition, which they certainly are, and f 
(generally speaking) in all rivers, lakes, meers 
from the month of April, until August or September. 
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TROLLING TACKLE. 

Hk .^nghr wko wuhes to prarlise TVoUing, should firtt 
proeidu him»elf with the JoUowing Apparatus. 

A Rod will) two tops (seeCliap. VI.) 

^ Winch, Bank Runner, or T}imnb Winder, to hold rmm 

forty to sixty yards of line (sec Chap. V.) 
A Kettle to carry Live-Baits in, a Landing Hook, and 

Drag Hooks. 
A Pocket Book or Case (see Fig. 2. Chap I.) stored with 

the following Articles, viz. 
Gorge Hooks of various sizes (see Chap. Hi.) 
Hooks, of various sorts and sizes, for Live-Bait Fishing 

(see Chap. JIL) 
Hooks, of various sizes, &c. for Snap Fishing (see 

Chap. IV.) ready tied to lengths of gimp, &c. 
Traces of gimp and twisted gul (see Chap. V.) two cork 

floats, a few dip leads, and split swan shot 
A pair of pliars, and also a pair of acissars 
Two o| ^ree steel bailing needles, from six to nine inches 

long 
A Disgorger, made strong of bone, ivory, or iron, about 

ten inches long 
Some spare Gimp, the yellow is the best colour, and 

Gimp that is strong, of a middling substance and 

pliable, should be prefered to the very stout and itiS', 

especially for Live-Bait Fishing. 
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Some shoe maker's Wax an a piece ofLcaliicr 

And some whig maker's Silk, for tying on hooks 

Some waxed Twine, or shoe piaker's wax ends, to rep 
> broken rod (see how to mend a rod Cliap. VI.} 

Some Rtout white Silk, Thread, or Cotton, and Lw6 or ll 
proper sized Needles to carry the sfime, for bow 
up llie moutii of baits, or to TaHten (he tail part to tl 
gimp, iScc. 

A tin bos lo carry dead baits for the gorge or i 
fishing, which box should be japanned, 

Note. In recommending the kcUle used for carrying 
bails (chap I.) to be japanned, 1 uiuitled saying ^ 
inside should be japanned with white, because \ 
angler can tJien see very [dsinly the size of his b 
and select which he may prefer, with lillle troublS 
lo himself, and also without much disturbing the s. 
live-bait fish. 

Also provide yourself with a basket, pannier, or a liav 
lack to carry the produce of your aport : (he (lava 
Kack will be found the most portable. 
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GLOSSARY 

OF 

TECHJVIC^L TERMS 

USED AMONG ANGLERS. 



Bag a fish^ to put either Jack or Pike into a haversack, bag, or 
basket. 

Brace, two Jack or Pike. 

Candock Weeds, (by some called the Water Lily) broad leafed, 
thick stemed weeds, growing in large clnsters in the rivers, and 
other waters, affording harbonr, &c. to Jack and Pike. 

Comb Sbort> when a JsMck of Pike comes seemingly eager to take the 
bait, but when near, turns or shoots away, the troller then says, 
I had a fish come at me, but he came short 

Creel, a fish basket or pannier. 

Dip or Dipping for Jack, is letting your baited hook fall o^ drop 
gently in the water, without casting or throwing it out. 

Draw slip knot, a knot made to draw or slip, which is the most 
covenient way of fastening the trolling line to a trace or loop of 
gimp, or whatever the hook or hooks are tied to. 

Drag hqoks, a piece of stout iron wire, with three or four hooks 
(without barbs) placed back to back, fastened to a long stout pack- 
thread line: these hooks are used to disentangle the line, &c. 
when a fish gets it fast among heavy weeds, by throwing the hooks 
over the place and dragging the weeds ; those drag hooks are also 
used to take up night lines, cork trimmers, &c. 



Fbbd, Jack or Pike are aaid (o be on the feed, when diey poocb the 

bait immediately they lake ii ; also when you see them on tile >hiU^ 

lowi or scowera pursuing gmall Bah. ^^^ 

GiD, a very Bmall Jack, weighing loss than one pouo^. ^^^ 

Gimp, raw or Ross silk, faced or laced with fine hra»< thread or wh^^ 

but ir the angler tan gel some Hoc plaited silk covered, instead of 

the raw or flosi ailk, it will last much longer. 
Jack or Pike, names for (hia fiab, nliicb are generally used as lynoni- 

mous amnng anglers; but a Jack becomea a Pike, when weighiii); 

more than three pounds, or eieeeding twenty-four inches in length. 
KiLLiNa BAIT, (hat bail which Esb are most fond of, and which Ih 

lake freely. 
Kill vibb. (see lake fUh.) 
Kink or Kinklb, [he line ti said to kink Of kinkle when it twiiiS 

about, and gets entangled in knots, &c.; and also when i( 

twisted round the loj> of the rod and will not run. 
Landiko uook, a Urge hook, made witJi a screw ah 

Lav, lu Id; (he water, is to ^ul trimmers in (he walei 
Move a FitH, vhrn Ihe angler sees a Jack or Pike n 

take his bait, he saya, t have moved a llsh, but he would not feed. 
LsDOBH BAIT in Jack flahing is a tine and hook baited with a live fish, 

the line flied to ■ rod, and laid dowa unlil a Jack or Pike lake* the 

Ofr, Jack and Pike are said (o be off atler they have cast or Ihrown 
(beir spawn, because they then f^nerally move lo another pan of 
the water, and also rcfuae a bail liir auiiic time after, or .if they lake 
it (hey will not pouch. 

Pouch, Jack and Pike ure aaid to pouch a liail, when (hey nwallow it 



;hlh^^^ 

itgeta 
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o stand TOi^ when the ptdtts-nUnd vidtttM 



■a vhea he baa a biK. 



IbvnB, a hook is bdi 
onjchoaiwarde. 

Rttn: the (rullcr sajB he has got a 

Run 1 Ecis are saJd to run, vhen Ihey movi: frDin (heir hidden places 

is Beandi oi^roodj or to go to otiier waters. 
Sflave a Pike, is to cut it np. 
Snap hooks, dead or plaio, ace synoniinoua terms ; meaaing all h 

used in Jack HKhing that are made without springs; Dot becAtiH^ 

the; are bailed with dead fish. 
Sbasdn, Jsch and Pike are said to be oat of season after they have- 

■pawned until Ihej have freely recovered their fledi and' proper 

Takb nan or kill fish, sjnoniniDns term), angleM aeldom suycatdl 

TBBEADLlNr. A BAIT, is vhen a needle 19 used to bait a hook, such ss 
the gorge hook. Eel hooks when bailed for>niggling, aighl lines, &C 
or in Iive4»it flehing, when the heoks la; at the Rboulder (seal 
chap. Ul.) 

Tbaces are made with certain lengths oF gimp, troltisg line, 0r< 
IViited gat, joined togetlKr with swiTels, snd then £xed Is the' 
(rolling li«e (see obap. V.) 

TdlHMBR, liook or hooki bailed wilh alivefchor frog, and affoed to 
ulise, and placed' or laid in the water;, tke liae being iaalened lo 
a ronner, cork, peg, or any thing, eicept a rod, constilule lajiog a 

TaobUNa.mglingfoT Jackoi Piko,fh}in (be Latin, Lucuim Piiicjilo 
ineicare (see chap I.) 

Troll at hone; Ihe angler is said (o (roll at home vfien lie flshea I 
neeMtw buk orihore; add Jai:k 6r Pike are said (o be fnund nr 
honie,wben they take and pouch abaiiL'J hook.nilhuut runaing far. 
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TuRN^ is by giving a diflferent direction to a fish after he is hooked, 
by inclining the point of your rod^ either to the right or left, as you 
judge for the best 

Turned him oveb : 4ie tasAtt is iiid to have teuMied a fish over 
.hen be ^ io<M ZTand tor^hi. LrnH^ place he ^ 
making to, but he iImb fiveaks aiMvf .' 

Walking bait, a line and baited hook (with either live or dead bait, 
with or without a rod) with whioh the angler moves from place 
to place in search of Jack or Pike. 

Weigh octt a fish, is to lift it out of the water without tl^e assistant 
of a landing hook or net. 

W]^ A LtTVB, is to put a line in ftie water to begin wiing; ttu^ it 
sometimes happens (especially in the winter) when the angler hai 
joutneyed several miles, to a favorite place, ke finds the water too 
high, aid much' coloured, which is afl against trolling, he thei^ 
immediately returns (if an experienced troller) and if asked what 
sport he met with, replies, I found the waters so much out, &c*. 
that I did not wet a line. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Directions for Jitting, haifing andlay'A 
ing Night and Chain Lines,for Eels, 



Lai^ EeU very seUlotn take a I 
except they are sniggled for, but rui 
ring the night, therefore ihe angler t 
his own, or a friend's table with fint 
trouble of laying night lines for thei 
in the following manner ; 



lait in the day time," 
I and feed freely du- 
ho wishes (o furoisli 
Eels, must take the 
1, fitted, baited, &c. 



For the peg or single line, take about ten yards of 
chalk line, laid cord, or strong whip cord, but four 
Btrands of dutch twine> plaited, makes a line much supe- 
nor (oany other for strength, and is also much less inclined, i 
tokinkle or tangle. Tie the line ton stout peg stick, which: J 
you fix firmly in the ground, then fasten ihe length of ten J 
inches ofgimp, plaited silk, or pluited and twisted breechea I 
makers thread, or whatever your hook is tied to, to the I 
line, either with a loop or a draw slip-knot -, but if yon I 
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fit your line with a stout loop swivel to hang the book 
link on, it is belter than any other way ; ahout two or 
three inches above the loop or swivel place a bullet on 
the tine to sink the bail. (See the cut.) The proper 
hooks for this mode of Eel-fishing, arc single or duubie 
small si^ed Eel hooks. The single when a worm or 
piece of Lamprey is used for a bait ; and the double, 
when a small lish is used for a bail. Small Roach, Dace, 
Bleak, or Gudgeons, about four inches long, are all proper 
baits, and also Miller's Thumb, Stone Loach, and pieces 
of Lamprey Eels; but small Gudgeons and Bleak I prefer 
for bails to every other. 

Whea you bait the hook with either of the above enu- 
jneraled fish, take a bailing needle and fix it to the loop 
of the gimp, or what the hook is lied to, enter the point 
of the needle in the bait fish's mouth and bring it out at 
the tail, and draw till the books arc brought to lay close 
on each side (he bait's mouth (see the cuL) ; now tie the 
bait (ish just above the tail with foBic strong lliread to 
keep the gimp or whatever the hooks are fastened to, 
from drawing the hooks out of their proper place or posi- 
tion, and oil will be right. If you bait with Lamprey, 
ihey should be pieces about one or two inches long. 

Note. — That part which contains the roe is the most 
enticing pieces. 1 have not found Lamprey a goud bait 
for Eels, in any other rivers but those into which ihe.^ 



\ 
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Hams, fBt ia them it ia e. very killing bait ; setthcr i 
<}ie7 amuer in any poods that I have tried tben. 
UEe wcirmg ftir belts they slioiiUl be weti scoured ; 1*)^^ 
dub worms put on a sbgle hook in tlie followitig mwinelf'.:! 



; -I Take a long minnow baiting needle, And fix 
,gimp, or what the hook is tied to, enter the point of {] 
needle dose to the lail of the ivorm and bring it out 
its head ; draw till the simnk of tlie )KM)k is complet 
covered, taking care also thaX (he point and barb of i 
hook is hid or coVNed in the worm ; but lei not wore 
than a quarter of an incli of the worm hang kioM from 
the point of the hook, for when much is left loose Eels 
arc apt to nibble it off, and avoid taking the part wliic 
'Icontains the hook. Some anglers bait their hook! 
' entering the point of the needle at the head of the « 
instead of the tail, which I prefer because the hook theo 
lays in tlie thickest part of the worm, and llierefore the 
■point and barb ia less likely to shew or be felt while tbe | 
Eel is sucking In the bait. Note. — Hooks baited widi 
worniB ore very frequently bit and muiilatad by stnat 
Eels, Minnows, &c. therefore prefer fish for baits, unlet) 
the water you lay in abounds with Trout, Carp or Chub4i» I 
who will all take a worm bait at night ; in which case beit% 
^m some of the hoiAs with worms, and others with fish. 

^1 ' In ponds I have taken large Eels with live frogs for< J 
^H ''Itait, but have not found it answer 
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I have uaed about two inch pieces of fowls guta put fl| 

r hooks, same way as described with pieces of I41 
preys. Eels will certainly take this boit iii ponds, t 
1 never tried it in rivers. 

How and where to lay Eel Lines. 

Choose those parts of rivers or waters where the baited 
hook is nol likely lo bebnriMl in the mtid or entangled 
in heavy and strong beds of weeds, and if the lines were 
' fastened to bank runners instead of peg sticks, the angler 
wguld sustain much less loss of lines, hooks and Eols, as 
Ibe line ^ives way gradually from the runner, and in con- 
Sequence seldom ^ts twisted or checks a iiah when lie is 
taking the bait. Though Eels generally lay, during the 
day. in Tioles or in the mud, yet when they run and are 
tin the feed at right, they come to the clean seuwers, attd 
on the snndy or gravelly pSrt of the Gtrenin, near beds of 
weeds, chalk stones, large lumps of earth that has broke 
from the banks, &e in such parts lay your lines. Some 
anglers will take the trouble to clear a sufHcient space in 
the middle of a large bed of weeds \o lay lines in, and 
they are generally well paid for their trouble; and those 
who lay twenty hooks baited, and each hook fastened to 
a single line, will take more Eels than those who lay 
twice [he numberof baited hooks, fastened to a chain line. 
Note. When chain lines are laid there is no oc.aaion for 
bidlets on the hook links, because the bricks or 
them in their places, which is on thw bottom or % 
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Chain. Line. 

'The chiiin line is so tiameJ from having a Dumber tt 
hooka baited and tied to it, and is tilted io the roUowing 
manner: take from twelve to twenty yards, accDrdiiig to 
the number of hooks yon intend to fasten to it, of stout 
cord, about the size of line which sash windows are hung 
to, these sasli lines are used by some anglers, others use 
thin clothes hne, or roasting jack line, either of tliem will 
do ; fasten one end of the line by a loop to n brick, or a 
piece of square ttirf cut from a field or bank (see the cut) 
the hooks which you intend to bait should be tied to 
about half a yard or less of trolling line, gimp, plaited 
dutcfi twine, breecheti-maker's thread or some strong thin 
cord, end baited in the same manner as alrendy described 
for the single or peg line, fasten the baileil hooks lo the 
large stout line about three feet a part with a slip draw 
knot, the hooka will then hang free from each other, 
tlten fasten the other end of the large line lo another brick 
or clump of turf, and all is ready to cast or lay in ihe water. 
Note. — Eels will run and take a bait at night from 
March until the latter end of November, unless when the 
moon shbiea very bright, during wliich nights the angler 
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had better keep his IJaes and baits in store for dark nightt, 
especially tlm first week of a new moon and tlie last ofai 



How to cast in Chain Lines and ta 
them vp. 

If the nights are coW, cast yonr line in so thai it will lay 
near the side of or under the bank, rather than in a shallow j 
or current, because the Eels can then see the bait ( 
take it close to their holes, for they wilt not move or n 
during cold nights. When you lay chain lines in running " 
waters, cost in the first bridt up the strcnm, tlie other dowa 
the current will then keep the liorfis hanging free from 
each other. 

When you come to take up chain lines, joti min 
first provide yourself with stout drag hooks (sold at ell 
fishing-tackle tihops) fastened to plenty of strong cord ; 
throw in the hooks over the part you pkced the line it) 
the water, and draw it to the shore. Single lines may fa 
drawn in by the hand or taken up by a forked slick i 
trimmer rod, by putting the fork under the line near ihl 
hooks and hoisting it up. 




Obserimtions and remarks on laying 
lines for Eels ; also on Baits, Hooks, 
and the proper time to lay and take 
them up, to dry, cleanse them, Sfc. 

In directing^ the angler to fasten hia chain line to bricka, 
stones or clumps of earth, it applies chiefly to rivers and 
other waters ilial are public or much attended by anglers, 
boat fislierinen, bargemen, &c. because In such waters he 
is likely to have his lines discovered if they are fastened to 
piles, branches of trees, or slakes ; therefore the fastening 
to bricks, &c. is the safest way ; but in waters where the 
angler feels coiilidence all will be secure, be can often 
lay to more advantage with the assistance of a second 
person in a boat, in laying- of bricks, stones. Sec. If the 
baits are well taken by good Rels, they will often drag 
the line, bricks and all, a considerable distance from 
the place they were cast in, and if they do not tear or 
twist themselves oil', they Will often entangle the line, 
hookH, and themselves among heavy beds of weeds, and 
give infinite trouble to the angler in recovering and lilting 
his line for another night's fishing. 



Those who live near where they lay chain lines, had 
:ietlcr begin to take them up soon after twelve at night; 



for by (hat lioiir, if Eels run, they will certainly hnve tnkei|| 
the bait, and then the line, hooks, &c. are bni little cot 
neither will a good Eel have had time to gel away, ' 
they never cease trying, for manv hours, aller they s 
hooked to escape, which they frequently do wheti hooked 
D the throat or mouth, for by their continual twisting and 
atniggling, they rip the hook through the tender parts of 
Ihe throat or mouth ; but if they have it in their maw oit'^ 
stomach, and the lacklo is good, their most violenl 
rill be in vain. 



In large ditches that have communication with river 
and in narrow streams are often good Eels to be founi 
and if not broader than the angler can leap with tha 
assistance of a leaping pole, and the aaid ditch oi 
is protected, the angler should lay his line right across 
fastening each end to stakes on the opposite hanks. 



Note. In putting in those stakes, do not lix them ii 
direct line, opposite each other, but a yard ormore(ncei 
ing to the number of hooks and length of line you u 
below, so that the line and hooka may lay obliquely acrow 
the water, which allows room for mure baited hooks than 
if laid in a straight line, and also, I have found my bailed 
hooks do more execuiion thus laid, for the Eels i 
more on the side of sharp streams than in the middlf 
This way of fastening lines to stakes should always) 
where it can be done; for when laying at tl 
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end of Dikll tail stroanu, or in tb« sliallaw parts or pools of 
water, formed tram f&lU of water over precipices, Quod 
gates, Stc. ; and in audi places wich a boat, you can place 
the baited houlfstolbebentBdvantage,nnilyoukDoiv where 
Id BeiiFcli fur tliaoi wltliout loss of time ; When fastened to 
aiQy thing moveable, you often have a great deal of tronbia 
in reeoveriog your line, and that frequently fifty yards or 
more Seam, trhence you have laid, and when yoa have 
brought it to hand, it ii sach a confused nm»t: of weeds, EelH, 
and the slirao from those which have twisted off, that hardly 
any other than the most patient of anglers, would lind 
teaolutioa enoug^h to untwist or disentangle tlie number of 
knots, whiah bis line and books are tied in ; bnt this ought 
to be done immediately, and the line cleared and washed 
from all impurities, and carefully dried), or it soon rots. 

When you cast in the water your chain' line, that is made 
fast to bricks or any thing else, cast in the brick first 
underhuided up lite stream, and the otiicT down or across 
the stream ; then make a nulie in your pochet book of 
something on the bank, orsonie otiicr object that you may 
readily llnd it again. 

When laying from a boat, fasLea one end of flie line 
(having all your hooks first baited) to a stake, brick, or 
whatever you intend : then push off the boat, and let llie 
hooks drup in the water regidarly, as the boal goes down 
stream, until they are all out i then fasten the other end of 
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your line This is ihe way the fishermen, on various pnris 
of the aca, coast, lay their short lines called trots. In regnrd 
Lit bait tor Eel lines, nfter much prnctisi* and experience, 

an aver, tliat worms are the least to be depended on for 
kilHog large Erie, and ihut \rhen the angler tuya in large 

ers, or tide rivers, if he can procure small Gudgeons, 
Dace.Bleak, large while Minnows (the minnows ihou Id not 
be with spawn) and lamprey Eeb, he then possesses the best 
and most hilling baits. I have kiRed a great many large 
Eels in docks, among shipping, and also in ponds, by baiting 
my night lines with ehickens guts, which I first parboil, and 
then sprinkle with salt ; and also with boiled salt beef, 
which t cttt in shape like a fish before I put it on my hook. 
Some anglers think fish object to every Ihtng salt, but 
this opinion is erroneons, fi>r I have had excellent sport 
when I hare laid my Irsli baits, that have not been touched 
the- ffrst night, on the second night, having let them lay 
separate all day, first having sprinkled llienvwith salt. 

Note. In cbflwing Eel hooks, prefer the single ones 
whose shank is similar to the krrby hook, to those which 
have a loop shank ; because when baited, especially with 
a worm, it tares the bail less, and also is less likely to be 
felt while the Eel is swallowing it. And further observe, 
to choose hooks that are narrow in the bend, and never 
use them loo large; for lioeks well mnnuTactiired and of 
good shape, of the sizes No. 6, for bailing with Hsh. or 
those of No. 7, single (ur worms, will kill Eels of any size. 
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-, or mutilute the feait, and staDdingj 
) alarm or sii<ipicion in Eels, 



ythile larger hooks 

rauk frequently c 

tliey tlien often suck part of the bait away, but Terya 

feldom suffer the hook to come witliin their months. I havJiV 

Been pieces of sharp blackthorn tied to Eel line<, i 

a needle is to a sniggling line, and bailed with smallish 

worms, laid at night in the Thames, and both Eels and 

flotmdera caught with them, which is done by the thora , 

getting across the throat or stomach of the Eel or Floundec 

Note. The proppr time to lay or put sing 
lines in the wati;r for Eels, Sec. is Just as the sui 
Bl which lime, large Eels in particular, begin 1( 
their holes, or other places of shelter, in search of Too 
therefure, according to the number of baited hooks 
intend laying, begin to bait them in time, because il 
a considernble time to bail some score of hooks, and it j| 
neccHsary they should be in the water at sun set, for ja|| 
must know thai the fore part of the night is better thwi 
the lalteri and as 1 have before observed, the sooi 
^twelve o'duck the lines are taken up the better. 




^PPEJVDIA-. 



As e.n odvocale for angling, I feel inleresled and anxious 
for the honour and credit of the angler's uharecter and 
conduct, therefore I beg his attention to a few obacrvationa 
and extracts from acts of parliament relative to the pre- 
servation of fish and fiBheries. It should be recollected, 
thai if the angler commits an oflence or Irespass from his 
ignorance of the laws on the subject, he is equally liable 
to fine and punishment as if acting by premiditsted design ; 
for it is presumed by the magistrates of courts, that from 
the known publicity of the laws, every person is ac<|uaint- 
ed with their regulations in respect lo the protection of 
property, punishment for trespass, and the like. More- 
over, as reasonable beings, and accountable for our 
misdeeds, it surely behoves us so to regulate our conduct 
in pursuing our pleasures and amuseineut^, that we in 
nowise luse sight of or infringe ihe Golden Rule, that of 
"doing unlo oth(?rs as we would they should do unto us," 
— a. strict observance of which I seriously recommend 
to all brother anglers.^ 

The most recent, and tho principal act to protect fish- 
eries, was passed in the liflh year of his present Majeat;'! | 
reign, from which the following extract is taken : 




I 



" No one shall enter into any park or paddock fenced in 
and enclosed, or into any garden, orchard, or yard adjoin- 
ing or belonging to any dwelirng house, in or through 
which park or paddock, garden, orchard or yard, any river 
or stream of water shall run or be, or wherein shall be any 
river, strekia, pond, pool, moat, atew, or other water; and 
by any ways, means or device whstt^oever, shall steal, take, 
kill or destroy, any fush bred, kept or preserved in any surh 
river or stream, pond, pool, moat, (itew, or other water 
sfore«eid, without tJie consent of the owner or oivncrs 
thereof, or shall be aiding w asHistmg in the stealing, 
taking, killbg or destroying any siich fish as aforesaid, or 
■hall receive or buy any eiich fish, knowing the fame to be 
stolen or taken as aforesaid, and being thereof indicted 
within six i^alender months next after sudi ofleoce or 
offences shall have been committed, before any judge or 
justice of gaol delivery for the county wlierein such park 
or paddock, garden, orchard or yard shall be, and shall on 
such indictment be by verdict, or his or their oivn confession 
or confessions, convicted of any such offence or olFences aa 
aforesaid, the person or persons bo convicted shall be 
traasported for seven years.'' 

" That in case any person or persons shall take, kill or 
destroy, or attempt to lake, kill or destroy, any fish in any 
river or stream, pond, pool, or other water (not being in 
any park or paddock, or in any garden, orchard or yard 
adjoining or belonging to any dwelling-house, but shall be 



in any other inclosed ground which ahall be private pro- 
perty) every such person being- lawfully convicted thereof 
by the oath of one or more credible witness or witnesses, 
shall forfeit and pay, for every such offence, the sum of 
five pounds to the owner or owners of the Gshery of such 
river or stream of water, or of such pond, pool, moat, 
or other water; and it shall or may be lawful to and for 
sny wie or more of His Majesty's justices of the peace 
of the county, division, riding or place where sucli last 
mentioned offence or offences shall be committed, upon 
complaint made to him or them, upon uath against any 
person or persons for any such last mentioned offence or 
offences, to issue his or their warrant or warrants to bring 
the person or persons so complained ofbefore him or them; 
and if the person or persons so complained of, shall be 
convicted of any of the said offences last mentioned, before 
such justice or justices, or any other of his Majesty's 
justices of the same county, division, riding or place 
aforesaid, by the oath or oaths of one or more credible 
witnesses, which oaths such justice or justices are hereby 
authorized to Hdministcr, or by his or their own confession, 
then and in such case the party so convicted shall, imme- 
diately after such conviction, pay the said penalty of live 
pounds hereby before imposed for the offence or offences 
aforesaid, to such justice or Justices before whom he shall 
be so convicted, for the use of such person or persons as 
the name is hereby Appointed to be forfeited and paid 
unto, and in default thereof, shall be committed by sugh 



-justice or justiees (o llie house of correction for any lime 
not exceeding six months, unless the money forfeited shall 
be Eooner pnid." 



If I g:o on another man's ground without licence, the 
Jfewner may have bd action of trespass against me; and 
'ir I continue there after warning by the owner or his 
"Servant tliereunto authorized, the owner, or his servant by 
'his command may ptit me off by force ; but not beat me 
unless I make resistance, 9th, Edward IV. No servam 
tihall be questioned for killing a tresspasser within his 
master's liberty, who will not yield, if not done out of 
former malice ; yet if the tresspasser kills any such servant 
it is murder, 21st. Elizabeth. 

If any peraon shall keep any net, angle, leap, piche, 
or other engine for taking fish (except the makers or 
sellers of ihem, or the owners or occupiers of rivers and 
fisheries) such engines, if they shall be found Ashing with, 
•without the consent of the owner of the fishery, shall be 
seized, and any person, by a warrant under the hand and 
seal of a justice of peace, may search the houses of such 
proliibiietl and suspected persons, and seize to their own 
, or destroy such engines, 4 and 5 of W, and M. j 
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Bargemen and others catching fish with nets in canals, 
&c. not being free waters, are subject to heavy fines or 
imprisonment; or if they lay snares, trimmers, &c. at 
night, ar^ liable to transportation. 

Criminal proceedings ttnd penalties for injuries done to 
private fisheries are punishable either by common law or 
by different i^Atutes. The breaUiig the mbvodhs of 
ponds maliciously, and stealing fish out of waters in 
enclosod grounds, is declared felony, and the offender 
taking fish out of water in unenclosed grounds arc subject 
to penalties, and the owners of fisheries and ponds are 
authorized to seize the nets and fishing tackle of tres- 
passers, and to keep or destroy them as they think fit.*— 
Vide Chitty's Treatise on the Oame Laws, a work well 
deserving a place in the angiers Ubrary^ as it treats very 
fully on the nature and rights of fisheries ; as well as on 
shooting, hunting, &c. 



dfiiiiu^ 



ERRATA. 
Page 47, Jatlline. read <'^ww*' inatdail^ '< dive.'' 
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